
 
Content Philosophy  

 

Art Philosophy 
 
Art education strives to develop an appreciation of our natural and man-made environment.  Instruction is 
concept-centered, sequential, and cumulative while integrating interdisciplinary and cross-curricular 
perspectives.  Perceptual awareness, critical thinking skills, critical evaluation, and an understanding of the 
cultural and historical influences of art create the framework for instructional approaches.  Students will react 
effectively to, analyze, talk about, and write about art as well as create it.    
 

______________________________________ 

Goals 
 

• To provide opportunities for students to demonstrate elements of style, design, and expression in 
various mediums. 

• To promote recognize the accomplishments of artists and art throughout history. 

• To develop critical thinking and analysis of art forms, 

• To develop cognitive, affective psycho-motor skills, self-esteem and self-worth through individual 
expression.  

• To develop visual perception, understanding, and communication. 

• To develop cross-curricular, integrated applications of art forms.  
 

 

Instructional Time   Sequence         Scheduling 
Elementary Instruction   Grades K-6  1 period per week (40 minutes/period) 
                                                                                                 scheduling varies                                                                                      
Middle Level Instruction  Grade 7-8  1 period per day in a 45-day cycle (50 
                                                                                                 minutes/period) 
High School Level Instruction             Grades 9-12  1 period per day per semester (86 minutes/periods)  
  

Grading 
Elementary          K-6 Grading-Teachers assign weight to categories according to their  
                                 lesson focused preferences, using the highest numerical grade for the  
                                 grading ranges (A=100%, B=92%, C=84%, D=76%, E=69%).  Final  

         grade reflects the average of assignments and corresponds to the grading   
         scale mentioned above. 

    
 
Secondary  25% Sketches/Quizzes/Critical Responses/Research 
   25% Class Participation 
   50% Projects 
 

• Performance grading should reflect the guidelines of the state standards and the National Arts 
Education Association and SAS competencies 

• Project grading must be supported by scoring rubrics provided to students prior to the assignment 

 

 



Business-Philosophy 

The business department of Hazleton Area School District provides all students with a high quality education 
program that integrates theory and practice through a combination of business and computer classes. Our 
course offerings are designed to develop necessary skills and attitudes while promoting quality work ethics and 
behaviors.  Real-world, hands-on, problem solving approaches, as well as collaborative activities that foster 
effective teamwork and individual leadership skills, are utilized throughout our programs.  Business, economic 
and computer literacy skills are pertinent to success in today’s 21st century workplace and are essential in 
fulfilling the roles of citizen, worker, and consumer; therefore, we strive to prepare our students for their initial 
employment as well as their advancement and the demands for the future. 

_________________________________________ 

Goals 

• To prepare students for a college major in business  
• To prepare students for part-time jobs while attending high school or college.   
• To prepare students to enter the job market upon graduation.   
• To help students understand the business aspects of almost all other careers.   
• To help students start businesses as entrepreneurs.   
• To help students make intelligent business/economic decisions as voters, consumers, and workers.   
• To help improve family life skills, i.e., communication and finance.   

Instructional Time             Sequence      Scheduling 
Elementary Instruction   Grades K-6  1 period per day  (40  
                                                                                                 minutes/period) 
Middle Level Instruction  Grades 7-8  1 period per day (50-59  
                                                                                                 minutes/period) 
High School Level Instruction             Grades 9-12  1 period per day per semester (86 minutes/period) 

                                                                                        

Secondary Grading Framework 
25% semester examinations               25% quizzes 
25% chapter tests/benchmarks   25% class participation 
 
 

Elementary Grading Framework 
Based upon grade level rubrics and content-based assessments 

• Project grading/labs must be supported by scoring rubrics provided to students prior to the assignment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Career & Technical Education (CTE) Philosophy 

The Hazleton Area Career Center (HACC) provides all students access to a wide variety of high quality, 
comprehensive career and technical education programs. As an essential component of the high school 
curriculum, CTE uses an integrated approach to increases student understanding of core academic subjects 
while applying this knowledge to their chosen areas of vocational interest.  Career & Technical Education 
prepares students to be successful citizens, workers and leaders in the 21st century’s global economy.  At 
HACC, our goal is to empower visionary life-long learners with the skills and competencies needed to meet the 
demands of an ever-changing and increasingly competitive workforce.  
 

___________________________________ 
 

Goals 

• To encourage incoming students to explore diverse areas of career interest and opportunity. 
• To maximize student potential in the attainment of academic and vocational-technical excellence.  
• To promote literacy, critical-thinking, intellectual curiosity and life-long learning 
• To foster productive and responsible citizenship in today’s technical society 
• To prepare students for part-time jobs and work-studies while attending high school. 
• To train students for full-time employment after graduation. 
• To develop skilled laborers, business entrepreneurs, and occupational leaders  
• To help students to successfully make the transition to postsecondary education and/or the military.  

 

Instructional Time  Sequence  Scheduling 
Level I     Grades 10  360 hours 
Level II    Grades 11  720 hours 
Level III   Grades 12  1080 hours 

                                                                                        

Secondary Grading Framework 
25% semester examinations/project performance   25% quizzes 
25% chapter tests/benchmarks/trade competencies   25% class participation 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Language Arts Philosophy 
 
The core of communication in today’s society relies on strong reading, writing, listening and speaking skills.  
The development of receptive and expressive language is a focal point of language arts instruction.  Literacy 
development is student-centered and constructive. Teachers utilize authentic and challenging materials to 
develop reflective learners who apply strategic processes when learning to reading and reading to learn. 
Students are exposed to literary works of various time periods and genres.  Language proficiency and 
grammatical precision are taught within the context of real-world learning activities.  Scaffolded instruction 
provides pathways for individual differences that reflect personal, creative, and critical expression in the 
language arts.  Purposeful instruction prepares students to access multi-media resources for life-long learning.   
 

________________________________________ 
 

Goals 
 

• To provide a program that motivates students to read creatively and to write effectively. 

• To provide a program that is responsive to the changing communication and research demands of 
technology-based information systems. 

• To provide exposure to literary forms and quality literature. 

• To recognize the importance of language proficiency and grammatical precision. 

• To make a concerted effort to expand students’ creative abilities in the language arts and to experience 
a wide variety of genre and literary forms.  

• To develop critical analysis and thoughtful responses to reading, writing, listening, and speaking. 
 

Instructional Time             Sequence              Scheduling 
Elementary Instruction   Grades K-6  1 period per day (40 minutes/period) 
Middle Level Instruction  Grades 7-8  1 period per day (50-59 minutes/period) 
High School Level Instruction   Grades 9-12  1 period per day per semester (86 minutes/period) 

                                                                                        

Secondary Grading Framework 
25% semester examinations    25% quizzes 
25% chapter tests/benchmarks   25% class participation 
 

Elementary Grading Framework 
Based upon grade level rubrics and content-based assessments 

• Performance grading should reflect the guidelines of the existing state academic standards and 
guidelines developed by the National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) and the International 
Reading Association (IRA) and SAS competencies 

• Project grading must be supported by scoring rubrics provided to students prior to the assignment 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mathematics Philosophy 
 
 
Mathematics is extremely important for the 21st Century’s competitive and highly technical society.   Emphasis 
is placed on the development of necessary skills and attitudes for successful daily living and post-
secondary/career education.  The fundamental goal of mathematics is to apply concrete and abstract 
reasoning to real world situations. To attain this goal, students are provided with a varied sequence of 
mathematics courses to meet all grade and ability levels.   These courses provide students with opportunities 
for success and stimulate growth through challenging problem solving applications.  These mathematics 
courses emphasize basic skills, logical reasoning, development of theory, and analytical thinking.  Mathematics 
provides a framework to identify, to describe, and to investigate the patterns and challenges of everyday living.  
It helps us to analyze past events and to predict and prepare for future events so that students can more fully 
understand the world and more successfully live in it.   
 

__________________________________________ 
 

Goals 
 

• To develop a positive attitude and confidence towards mathematics 

• To develop and master basic skills and concepts 

• To develop critical thinking and reasoning skills for problem solving. 

• To provide connections to real life situations and careers in demonstrating mathematical applications 

• To develop critical analysis and interpretation of data 

• To promote and to integrate technology in mathematical applications 
 
 

Instructional Time             Sequence              Scheduling 
Elementary Instruction   Grades K-6  1 period per day  (40 minutes/period) 
Middle Level Instruction  Grades 7-8  1 period per day (50-59 minutes/period) 
High School Level Instruction  Grades 9-12  1 period per day per semester (86 minutes/period) 

                                                                                        

Secondary Grading Framework 
25% semester examinations    25% quizzes 
25% chapter tests/benchmarks   25% class participation 
 

Elementary Grading Framework 
Based upon grade level rubrics and content-based assessments 

• Performance grading should reflect the guidelines of the existing state academic standards and 
guidelines developed by the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics and SAS competencies 

• Project grading/labs must be supported by scoring rubrics provided to students prior to the assignment 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Science Philosophy 
  
Science is an integral part of everyday life.  Emphasis is placed on utilizing the processes of inquiry to better 
understand the natural world and how it works.  Students are encouraged to discover and to interpret scientific 
information. Problem solving is developed within the context of a technology-rich environment.   Utilizing 
higher-order thinking, deductive and inductive reasoning, and comparison/contrast skills, the multi-sensory 
instruction of science focuses on the development of investigative research skills.  These skills include 
observing, questioning, forming hypotheses, organizing data, drawing conclusions, explaining natural 
phenomena, and re-evaluating.  

 
___________________________________ 

 

Goals 
 

• To develop inquiry skills 

• To provide a program that is responsive to technological and scientific advancements 

• To recognize the importance of the environment  

• To develop higher-order thinking skills 

• To incorporate hands-on activities and practical career applications 

• To develop critical analysis and interpretation of data 

• To recognize the unifying concepts of science: systems, order, and organization; evidence, models, 
and explanations; change, constancy, and measurement; evolution and equilibrium; and form and 
function 

 

Instructional Time             Sequence               Scheduling 
Elementary Instruction   Grades K-6  1 period per day (40 minutes/period) 
Middle Level Instruction  Grades 7-8  1 period per day (50-59 minutes/period) 
High School Level Instruction   Grades 9-12  1 period per day per semester (86 minutes/period) 

                                                                                        

Secondary Grading Framework 
25% semester examinations   25% quizzes 
25% chapter tests/benchmarks  25% class participation 
 
 

Elementary Grading Framework 
Based upon grade level rubrics and content-based assessments 

• Performance grading should reflect the guidelines of the existing state academic standards and 
guidelines developed by the National Science Education Standards and SAS competencies 

• Project grading/labs must be supported by scoring rubrics provided to students prior to the assignment 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



World Language Philosophy 
 
The study of world languages serves as an avenue of communication that promotes understanding of others 
and an appreciation of cultural diversity.  It prepares students to compete in a global economy by emphasizing 
the study of cultures and civilizations, and reinforces first language skills as well as the study of other content 
areas (i.e. English, art, music, history, geography, science, and mathematics).  
The World Language Program is oriented towards language proficiency utilizing an integrative approach to four 
skill areas – listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  An understanding of the culture related to each language 
provides the backdrop for instruction.  Students will be encouraged to use the language creatively from the 
outset allowing for language approximation in the acquisition process.  Student-student and student-teacher 
interactions should be tasks that stimulate real-world situations.  Grammar is presented as a means of 
transmitting a spoken or written message as accurately as possible.  Grammar is presented as a means by 
which effective communication is achieved rather than presenting grammar for grammar’s sake.  Honors 
Courses reflect more intensity and depth. 
 

________________________________________ 
 

Goals 
 

• To provide an effective World Language Program in which students can understand and express 
themselves clearly and concisely within the range of their maximum potential. 

• To provide a program that is responsive to the changing patterns of our society so that students can 
develop skills to meet the requirements of an ever-changing world. 

• To recognize the universality of human experiences and to understand the contemporary values and 
behavior patterns of the people whose language is being studied. 

• To make a concerted effort to encourage students to speak the language well, to read with direct 
comprehension, and to understand the language when it is spoken at a normal speed. 

• To comprehend the geographical, historical, political, and cultural influences of World Languages on 
Western Civilization. 

 
 

Instructional Time             Sequence                Scheduling 
Elementary Instruction   Grades 2-3  1 period per week  (40 minutes/period) 
Middle Level Instruction  Grade 8  1 period per day in a 45-day cycle in grade 
            8 (50 minutes/period) 
High School Level Instruction  Grades 9-12  1 period per day per semester (86 minutes/periods)  
 

Grading 
Elementary  Oral Performance    Ungraded 
 
Secondary  25% semester examinations   25% class participation 
   25% tests and quizzes   25% notebook/homework 
 

• Performance grading should reflect the guidelines of the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign 
Languages (ACTFL) and SAS competencies 

• Project grading must be supported by scoring rubrics provided to students prior to the assignment. 
 
 
 


