
Humanities II  Debate Course 

Course Description 

Students will study the key parts of an argument, and draft their own clear and concise 

arguments by conducting original and independent research.  This research will include 

collecting and analyze data so that students can form their own conclusions on controversial 

issues. The course will help students develop their communication skills which can be used in 

any academic area.    

Students will learn basic formalized debate theory with a concentration on helping students 

understand that every issue, whether it is one of policy or value, has multiple sides.  They will 

learn how to participate in Lincoln Douglas Debate format, Public Forum Debate, and 

extemporaneous major political and ethical issues.  The skills taught will consist of case-writing, 

rebuttals, cross-examination, analytical thinking, and political and moral philosophy.  Effective 

performances will be required in both written an oral format.  Students will also acquire ethics in 

research by documenting evidence on resolutions.   

Strategies:  Role Plate Debate, Four Corners Debate, and Inner/Outer Circle Debate. 

Grading  

25% Class Participation:  Active, attentive class participation which is respectful of others in 

class is expected at all times.  Failure in this will result in a deduction of class participation and 

continuation of disrespect which includes inappropriate comments and disruptions will result in a 

removal from class discussion/debate.  Student note-taking of in-class debates, written on "flow 

sheets," form as part of this grade. 

20% Class and Homework Assignments:  This will include reading, analyzing, and annotating 

various articles on specific political and ethical issues.  If students do not prepare the necessary, 

work for class discussions and debates they will not patriciate.    

25% Written performances (Skyward under Test & Quiz Grade):  Papers will follow proper 

MLA formatting and in-citations.  Students are required to use at least 3 scholarly journals to 

support their arguments and conclusions.    

30% Oral performances (Exam Grade):  Students are to prepare for 1 formal debate and 1 

formal group (team debate).  This will follow the Lincoln Douglas Debate format.  A hard copy 

of all speeches must be submitted before the debate begins.  Failure to submit hard copy prior to 

debate will result in 10 points deduction.   

Note:  Since grading rules for skyward cannot be changed in this class mid-year, each category 

will be from Speech class Semester 1.  If you have any questions please contact me.   

Resources  

"Debates in the Classroom." Education World: Strategies that Work: Debates in the Classroom.  

Education World, Inc., n.d. Web. 16 Jan. 2017. 



The instructor reserves the right to alter the syllabus as needed during the course of the 

semester.  You will be informed of any changes in class or by webpage.  It is your responsibility 

to stay informed about what is expected of you.  


