
Computer Basics Test Study Guide 

Kahoot:  Search username vkozlek and play “8th Grade Comp Lit Basics” 

Computer Hardware and Email Terms: 

1. Hard Drive: is the primary device that a computer uses to store information. 

2. Hardware: Anything you can touch on the computer.      

3. CPU: Central Processing Unit. This is the main chip in a computer. It processes instructions, performs 

calculations and manages the flow of information through a computer.  

4. RAM: Random Access Memory. This is the type of memory that temporarily stores information inside a 

computer. This information is lost when you turn off the computer.     

5. Software: a set of electronic instructions that tell a computer what to do. You cannot see or touch this, 

but you can see and touch the packaging software comes in      

6. Peripheral : is any piece of hardware attached to a computer, such as a printer.  

7. ROM: Read only Memory. This type of memory is permanent and cannot be changed. It stores 

instructions that help prepare the computer for use each time you turn on the computer.     

8. Input Device:  Is hardware that allows you to communicate with your computer. A keyboard, Mouse, 

Microphone are examples of input devices. 

9. Output device: is hardware that allows your computer to communicate with you. A monitor, speaker, 

headphones, printer are all examples of output devices. 

10. Storage Device: allows you to store or retrieve information. A floppy disk, USB stick, a Hard Drive, are 

examples of storage devices.  

11. Netiquette is a word used to describe some basic rules to guide you when you compose a proper email 

message.  

12. Shouting is expressed by typing in all caps. 

13. Cyberbullying is the use of cell phones, instant messaging, e-mail, chat rooms or social networking sites 

such as Facebook and Twitter to harass, threaten or intimidate someone.  

14. Flame is an angry message to someone. 

15. Bounced message  is one that has been returned to you because of an error of some kind. 



16. Cookie is a text file on your hard disk that Web sites use to store information about you and your 

preferences for the site. 

17. URL: a web address is called a Uniform Resource Locator (URL). 

 

Computer Concepts: 

Website Validity: Six categories are presented to help in assessing the validity of an Internet site: Purpose, 

Authorship, Currency, Content, Site Design, and Technical Issues. Websites that end in .edu are usually educational 

sites and good to use for research. 

-Three Parts of a Search Engine: The Spider, The Index, and Software 

-Homerow on a keyboard consists of asdf jkl; 

-Hacking: Hacking is the unauthorized use of a computer system or program.  

 Computer Virus: A computer virus is any software program that destroys information or makes it difficult to use 

the contents of a computer disk.   

 -Copyright Laws: Copyright laws exist to protect those who create an idea or product. The U.S. Copyright Act of 

1978 protects software companies from illegal use of their products. 

-Sample Web Browsers we may use in class include:  Safari, Internet Explorer, Firefox, Opera, Chrome. 

-Sample Search Engines: Bing, Yahoo, Google, Ask 

 

A smiley or Emoticon: is a group of characters typed in such a way that they look like a human face.  They are used 

to express emotions in a message. 

  

 

 


