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Identifying Point of View 
DIRECTIONS: Identify the point of view in each passage. Explain your answer. 
 
1. The story had held us, round the fire, sufficiently breathless, but except the obvious remark that it was 
gruesome, as, on Christmas Eve in an old house, a strange tale should essentially be, I remember no comment 
uttered till somebody happened to say that it was the only case 
he had met in which such a visitation had fallen on a child.  (from The Turn of the Screw by Henry James.) 
 
Point of View: _______________________  How do you know? __________________________________________________ 
 
2. I FIRST HEARD OF Antonia on what seemed to me an interminable journey across the great midland plain of 
North America. I was ten years old then; I had lost both my father and mother within a year, and my Virginia 
relatives were sending me out to my grandparents, who lived in 
Nebraska. I travelled in the care of a mountain boy, Jake Marpole, one of the 'hands' on my father's old farm 
under the Blue Ridge, who was now going West to work for my grandfather. Jake's experience of the world was 
not much wider than mine. He had never been in a railway train until the morning when we set out together to 
try our fortunes in a new world. (from My Antonia by Willa Cather)  
 
Point of View: _______________________  How do you know? __________________________________________________ 
 
3. It was the Dover road that lay, on a Friday night late in November, before the first of the persons with whom 
this history has business. The Dover road lay, as to him, beyond the Dover mail, as it lumbered up 
Shooter's Hill. He walked up hill in the mire by the side of the mail, as the rest of the passengers did; not because 
they had the least relish for walking exercise, under the circumstances, but because the hill, 
and the harness, and the mud, and the mail, were all so heavy, that the horses had three times already come 
to a stop, besides once drawing the coach across the road, with the mutinous intent of taking it back 
to Blackheath. (from A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens.)  
 
Point of View: _______________________  How do you know? __________________________________________________ 
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