Kindergarten Reading Rubric

	
	Level One 

(Beginning)
	Level Two 

(Approaching)
	Level Three

(Mastered)
	Level Four

(Applying Independently)

	Making Connections


	Does not make connections with text
	Talks about what text reminds them of, but cannot use the text to support their answer
	Relates background knowledge/experience to the text
	Uses background knowledge to enhance comprehension. Makes text-to-text and text-to-self connections; begins to articulate how the connection helps with understanding

	Questioning


	Does not ask questions
	Asks questions about the story(before, during, after); may confuse questions/statements
	Asks and answers relevant questions (before during and after)
	Asks questions to enhance meaning; can easily answer questions; beginning awareness of different types of questions

	Visualizing

(Sensory Imagery)


	Does not describe simple sensory images related to the text
	Can describe some simple sensory images, mostly related to text or picture
	Can describe and compose some sensory images tied directly to the text
	Describes own sensory images; images can be elaborated from the literal text or existing picture; demonstrated using any modality or media


	Determining Importance


	Random guessing
	Inaccurate attempts to identify some concepts in text (i.e., characters, plot, main idea, or setting)
	Identifies some important parts of informational/expository text (i.e., titles, graphs, captions) and literary/narrative text (i.e., characters, plot, )
	Identifies words, characters, and/or events as more important to overall meaning; makes some attempt to explain reasoning

	Monitoring Comprehension


	No awareness of text difficulties
	Has text difficulties, no need to solve the problem
	Identifies difficulties and articulates need to solve problem
	Identifies location and type of difficulty and articulates the need to solve the problem; begins to identify some fix-up strategies

	Inferring


	Does not attempt a prediction or inference
	Attempts a prediction or inference; inaccurate or unsubstantiated with the text
	Makes predictions and inferences that are consistent with text or background knowledge
	Makes predictions and inferences using specific words from the text to support thinking

	Synthesis


	Does not retell
	Randomly retells some elements of text; events may not be in sequence
	Retells most key elements in sequence; begins to generate a personal response to text (e.g., why I like this book, recommends the books to other students)
	Retells elements of the text in logical sequence; generates personal responses to text;  may include some extension to overall theme, message, background knowledge



