
Senior Day 2017 was definitely
one for the books. Over 400 people
attended the event at Capriotti’s in
Trescow accompanied by teachers
serving as chaperones and HAHS
administrators.

It was easy to see everyone was
getting along and dancing with each
other. The class president, Emily
Corrado, said a few words, and in
return, had a room of clapping friends
who are fellow-students.

There was a good selection of
food, and overall, it was pretty good.
The music was very diverse and
upbeat, and everyone on the dance
floor was dancing together, not in
separate groups. Some students were
teaching others how to do the Cupid
Shuffle and Bachata. A big circle
formed in the center of the room
where people took turns going into the
middle and showcasing their dance
moves.

Yes, at some points, people
were crowd- surfing. Even teachers
got into the swing of things. Mr. Turri
came out on the floor and danced to

"Kodak Black" in the middle.
Of course, all the students were

laughing and having a great time. The
DJ was interactive with the crowd.
Everyone who came to the event
dressed very nice, and there were no
disturbances or distractions for the
day.

Students were asked about their
experience at Senior Day.

Mark Kisenwether said he had
a lot of fun and enjoyed the food.

Jordi Soto said he enjoyed it
and how all the different friend groups
danced together.

Sarah Winchilla stated, "The
music was good. The DJ catered to the
diverse musical tastes of the audience.
I really had a fun time at Capriotti’s!"

Dominique DeSpirito perhaps
said it best with her summary of the
day. "It was one last hurrah for the
senior class to be together before
graduation."

Senior Day 2017 was definitely
a great time; no doubt prom will be the
same. Seniors, get ready! The last days
are upon us; let's make more positive
memories to take along for the ride!
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Making Memories on "Senior Day"
byAlexandra Hudock
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HAHS seniors shown having a blast at Capriotti's for their special day!
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Drama Club Renaissance
“The Cougar Players” are back and

better than ever! Taking the school by storm
this month, the 60-member cast and crew
will present "Seussical the Musical." This
delightful rendition of a compilation of Dr.
Seuss stories presented in song is sure to
entertain even the most discriminating
audience-member! Horton the Elephant,
The Cat in the Hat, Gertrude McFuzz, lazy
Mayzie and Jojo, the little boy with the giant
imagination, will transport the HAHS
community from the Jungle of Nool to the
Circus McGurkus and to the invisible world
of the Whos.

After countless hours of practice, the

actors are ready to go! They have been
reciting, singing, dancing, and memorizing
their parts for about 2 months now. Practices
typrically run everyday in the auditorium
from 3-5:30 p.m.

Under the direction of Joelle Witner
and Lisa LaPoint, who both have stellar
resumes of their accomplishments, the
production is slated for success. Mrs.Witner
has served the Pennsylvania Theater of
Performing Arts here in Hazleton for many
past shows; Mrs. LaPoint, in addition to
having drama talent in her own right, has her
son, Elijah LaPoint, as a cast member.

Student-actors and their corresponding
parts are Cat in the Hat Joshua Plesce (Cat in
the Hat), AllanAvila (Horton the Elephant),
Jamie Zapotosky (JoJo), Angelica Umbriac
(Gertrude McFuzz), Abigail Goulstone

(Mayzie LaBird), Maria Flowers (Sour
Kangaroo), Vanessa Dionicio (Roo), Ryan
Williams (Mr. Mayor), Nancy Bucci (Mrs.
Mayor), Shelby Wolfe (Bird Girl 1),
Bethany Gavlick (Bird Girl 2), Kyra
Gutierrez (Bird Girl 3), Elijah LaPoint
(Wickersham), Travis Smith (Wickersham
2), Gianna Katz (Wickersham 3), Mateo
Arroyopabon
(Grinch), Eric Martinez (Yurtle the

Turtle), Fernando Ortiz (Vlad), Myles
Hernandez (General).

You can relive some of the quotes
from your favorite childhood tales and have
a great time doing so. Come out and support
the school on Fri., Apr. 21, and Sat., Apr. 22,
at 7 p.m.; and on Sun., Apr. 23, at 2 p.m.
You will not be disappointed!

by Allan Avila and Blake Gipson

A school principal is an educator
who is an executive in a school, and
there is no other person who could do the
job better than Mr. Petrone! He builds

character, inspires dreams, encourages
creativity, and most importantly, builds
confidence for all students and teachers.

Mr. Petrone has been a principal
since 2009. “I attended Penn State
University for my bachelors. I
transferred to Temple University and got

my master's there. I was a math teacher
who mostly taught Algebra 1 and 2. I
then became a vice principal at Valley
Elementary/ Middle School moving on
to alternative education coordinator,
head football coach, and finally, HAHS
principal."

"I just wanted to have an
opportunity to help students and teachers
at HAHS have more success and create a
safe and welcoming environment for all
students regardless of race, language,
and culture. I enjoy staying around
students at HAHS."

Mr. Petrone believes in students
and teachers; his goal is to make HAHS
one of the best high schools in the state.

"I am determined, prideful, and
committed. I am proud of the
accomplishments at HAHS, but the
relationships with everyone dedicated to
making the school a better place every
day...that's what school pride is all
about."

Graduation is an especially proud
time for this principal.

"It is important to play a role in
helping students reach their goals and
preparing them for their future.”

When he says “I like you,” he isn’t
bluffing. He truly wants the best for all
of his students at HAHS. Mr. Petrone is
a great leader who did not set out to be a
leader, but set out to make a difference.

by Samantha Caba

An Inspiring
Leader



School safety plays a huge role
in day to day activity in schools all over.
Between principals and any other staff
members, such as security guards, who
play a role in keeping students safe
should truly be recognized. A school
setting is realistically a very safe place
to have children at any age attend.
Teachers and many other staff members
are certified in things such as First Aid
and CPR. The environment is like this
because; the people who work in any
school district typically and generally
want to be there. Teachers have to enjoy
being around children and enjoy seeing
the improvement of students, but also
helping them along the way. Making
sure students and teachers feel safe being
in the specific school and environment is
generally very important.

Senior, Scott Baran believes
there is no way to improve the safety that
schools offer when they already take it
to the fullest extent by providing their
buildings with metal detectors, and a
large number of security guards
monitoring the movement in the halls on
a day to day basis. He believes schools
are a pretty secure and safe place for
students to be at.

Senior, John Cibulish believes
that school safety in any school can
improve. Having advancement in safety
such as metal detectors and security
guards is just the first step. He strongly
believes that if all security members and
staff members around the school treat
students and situations in an appropriate

tone, kids might respect them more and
it would lead to less violence even
verbal violence in a school setting.

Senior, Cassy Shoepe believes
that school safety should consist more
than just the recommended. She thinks
all schools should have frequent drills
such as fire, and lock down drills.
Completing more drills then the number
given by state to do would be better. She
also believes that having as much
security in each building possible to
monitor harmful actions can make both
students and staff feel safe.

Senior, Irvin Tapia believes that

school safety cannot improve anymore
than it already is. Schools from all over
the world provide a large amount of
security guards and staff members to
help students feel secure when entering
school buildings. Metal detectors are
another thing that helps keep students
safe. Students from all over should feel
comfortable in a school environment
because it is a safe place. No matter how
much security or equipment is used in a
school environment, student’s personal
decisions are truly what matters!
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The Security Office is a hub of activity during any school
day.

School safety
by Nathan McKeown

Fighting is a topic that attracts
attention and opens the eyes of many
students. Oftentimes students do not
understand the seriousness of fighting and
the laws that come behind it. Many schools
try enforcing a no-fighting environment,
but in some cases, unpredictable situations
cause fights to break out before any staff
members of a school are informed, or
before anyone can prevent this
inappropriate action.

Physically attacking someone is not
“cool.” School is not a place where
physical fighting should be represented,
and in many different schools all over the
world, this is an issue. The environment of
a school should be positive, where students
learn and develop an education to move on
to bigger and better things.

Fighting does not fix anything nor
prove anything; avoiding people you may
have conflict with is the smart answer! It is
very hard for staff members of any school
building to deal with students wanting to
harm one another. Being a part of a school
district where staff members care so much
about safety is truly important and
something all students should think about
when breaking a school rule appears in
their heads! If students are truly in school
for the correct reason, which is learning and
developing an education and moving
forward to a high school diploma, breaking
school safety rules and any rules in general
is something that should eventually come
to an end permanently.

FYI schools take the topic of fighting
very seriously. The consequences to
student’s that complete this action can be
punished to the fullest extent of both in
school rules, and the laws of PA. Actions
like this do not belong in a school setting.
You can truly make a difference!

Not in Our
House!

The role of a principal is an important
play in the everyday school routine. A
principal is expected to run the school and
allow it to function at its best everyday.
With the help of staff, the everyday routine
for students can be completed. A principal
has to create an atmosphere that will allow
growth from students, teachers and staff.

Students frequently make remarks
such as “If I were a principal I would make
changes” But what would you really do if
you were put on the spot?

Junior Marcus Matz says that if he
was a principal he would make some
beneficial changes. Changing
things such as academics is something all
students would like to be acknowledged for
even more! Students who work to achieve
high grades should be a source of shine for
the school and give other students a source
of inspiration when it comes to succeeding
academically since it’s something that is
highly important in high school and
continuing to college after receiving a
diploma.

Being recognized for the good things
that happens in a school setting makes the
outlook of the school look positive! High
school is a place for preparation for the real
world and a place where after completed,
steps forward become reality. School is not

the place for violence and distraction like
fighting.

Senior Taylor Sharp says that if she
was a principal she would change the dress
code. She strongly believes that you should
be allowed to represent and express
yourself through the way you would
outside of school in a learning
environment, as long as the clothing pieces
are all appropriate and not distracting.
Clothing does not take away from the
education in students. Another thing she
would change or improve if she was a
principal would be not making the last day
of school so close to our student’s summer
break. She wouldn’t want summer vacation
to be shortened if it can be controlled, she
would want the school schedule to stay the
same as released on the first day.

Senior HannahMatarella says that
if she was a principal she would get rid of
half days. She doesn’t see the point of
having students admit to the school to only
receive half the education and only go to
half of their classes. She believes schools
should have a full school day with all of its
hours, or a day off. She also claims she
would speak and try to change the rule of a
public school having to complete 180 in
school days a year. Weather conditions are
a serious matter when it comes to getting
Elementary aged students on a bus and
high school aged students to their car and
to the school safely. Weather is something
nobody can control and students shouldn’t

have
to have their summer
schedules pushed back due
to the terrible weather
conditions we get.

Junior Ed Shoepe
says that if he was
principal he would display the
enthusiasm that takes place in the school
every day that people outside the school do
not get to see. Displaying school spirit
provides a visual of outstanding
achievements. Pep rallies and school spirit
are important to boost the building's
morale!

If I Were a Principal...
by Nathan McKeown
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Mr. Petrone was nice enough
to take time out of his busy
schedule to pose for a picture!



FBLA states in Hershey,
Pennsylvania is an annual event that
takes place for FBLA competitors. I
talked to a few students about the events
they compete in and if they were going
to states. I had a few first year competi-
tors and many experienced competitors.
Dave McCarthy for example is a senior
who started competing in FBLA to help
decide on a college major. He said
“FBLA helped me find my college
major in security and investments bank-
ing to follow through on for my future
career.”

The State Competition is an
event that remains a favorite for stu-
dents to meet new friends and bond with
their teammates. Josh Sanchez said “I
have been competing for two years and
it’s my part of the year competing in
business ethics with my favorite

partners Mattea Palma and Nicole
Dietrich!” They have many speakers
throughout the competitions ranging in
topics from entrepreneurship to follow-
ing your dreams. Nicole Dietrich told
me about her experience last year “Last
year, I met with a speaker that was a
CEO of an up and coming company,
they explained to me all about how
McDonalds was discovered and how
long they had to stick through to suc-
ceed.” She went on to tell me this was a
common experience and a very thrilling
experience that can happen at the com-
petitions.

There is a wide range of
competitions and different styles of
competitions. Annie Stetz commented
on the wide range of competitions say-
ing, “There are a mix of test events and
speaking events. Test event being you

actually sitting down and taking a test
online. In terms of actual events all I can
think off of the top of my head is public
speaking, FBLA principles and proce-
dures, and accounting. Anything busi-
ness related really.” Students develop
favorite competitions quickly; Mikey
Paisley is competing for his first year
and already has a favorite event of The
performance based and speaking events
seem to be students’ Personal Finance.
favorite events. Jerry Gasser talked
about how he will carry the experiences
with him for the rest of his life. He said
“FBLA gives the opportunity to become
a well-rounded individual before enter-
ing the post high school world. You can
gain knowledge, make new friends, and

a chance to get scholarships. Also you
get to talk to people who have jobs in a
business field and they are able to
answer questions about their job that no
one else would be able to.”

The students are always on
the move at the state competitions when
they are not at speaking events or there
competition events they are usually at
workshops. These are informational
events on business topics that you
choose that usually last about an hour to
an hour and a half. The entertainment
the speakers provide, the thrill of the
competitions, and the knowledge gained
at the workshops provides students a
beneficial experience that they can carry
with them for the rest of there lives.

This picture depicts a popular slogan for FBLA, "Join Us
Today or Work For Us Tomorrow".

Photo Courtesy of pafbla.org 2017

Featured are the 2016-2017 FBLA representitives with
speaker Stephen Senick, Mrs.Chyko, and Mr.Petrone.

Photo by Laura Barletta

Self-Made Success

FBLA States

The FBLA
AdvantageBeing an entrepreneur can be a tempt-

ing career path. It provides you the opportu-
nity to be your own boss and make your own
decisions. People see it as a get rich quick
scheme. This is one of many misconceptions
about entrepreneurship and owning your
own business. Hopefully this article can help
you decide is the challenges are worth it for
you.

First off, running your own busi-
ness does not mean you work fewer hours.
Instead, you have to constantly be ready for
work and ready for somebody to not come to
work. If you want to be in the driver's seat of
a business, you need to realize your own
work ethic impacts your personal finances,
so you need to bring your best even when a
new season of your favorite show hits net-
flix.

As the operator of a business
you must recognize the importance of every
decision you make. A wrong decision not
only impacts your wallet size but impacts
your family, your employees families, and
their ability to survive. Everybody has bills
to pay and mouths to feed are you able to
handle this responsibility?

You can never come into work lazy
and expect your employees to be performing
their best. You're the boss and also the role
model, your behaviors will spread like wild-
fire throughout the workplace. You need to
be persistent in pursuing your goals for your
business. Never let failure bring you down,
let failure be a learning experience.

This is why so many of the most
successful people in the world are self-made,
they have the mentality to never give up on
their ideas. The journey to success can be a
long one, but along the way all the doors you
open, and hoops you jump through to keep
your business afloat will help you to succeed
again and again in the future.

This career path can be extreme-
ly rewarding if you stick through the chal-
lenges it creates. You can bring your biggest
and brightest ideas to life for your whole
community or even the world to see depend-
ing on your scale. Maybe we have the next
Bill Gates or Walt Disney going to school
with us. I hope so. Success isn't overnight in
the business world but if you stay persistent
your success can be greater than you ever
imagined.

Students Participate in State
Competition in Hershey

Meet
the
Competitors
Nicole
Dietrich

David
McCarthy

Cassondra
Daveler

Michael Paisley

Nicole is a four year competitor and
very enthusiastic about FBLA and all
it's events. Her favorite events include
job interviews and business ethics
because she loves to speak to crowds.

David is a first year competitor that began
competiting in an effort to discover the right col-
lege major for him. He competes in investment
banking and aspires to work in the feild after col-
lege. The feild involves stock trading and helping
clients prepare for college.

Cassondra is a second year competitor
that started competing to meet new friends
and ended up loving the business topics
and the thrill of competition at states.
Cassondra loves Computer Applications
and Journalism competitions.

Michael is a first year competitor, he start-
ed competiting to gain leadership skills and
to gain knowledge on the business world. His
favorite event is personal finance because of
the useful knowledge it provides. His com-
petitive drive keeps him going forward.

Of the Many Clubs at Hazleton area High School, Future Business Leaders
of America is the most beneficial in terms of
preparing you for your future. The club offers
categories for career exploration such as
Sports Management, Investment Banking, and
Accounting among many others. The competi-
tions are either performance based or knowl-
edge based tests.

Public Speaking is a unique and very
popular type of competition in FBLA that pre-
pares you for a career in public relations and
customer service for different companies. You
also get practice in speech writing and giving
the speeches you write in front of crowds of
competitors and judges. Our school has many
competitors in these categories and does very
well in them.

Investment banking deals with becoming a stock trader and buys shares in
other companies hoping for big returns from
those companies succeeding. They do extensive
research to try and predict the success of com-
panies so that they can earn themselves and
their clients large profits. Accounting helps you
prepare to handle client and business finances.
Different services that accountants provide
include Tax Preparation to get you large tax
returns, Payroll services for businesses to pay
their employees the proper amounts, and keep-
ing track of expenses for companies so they are
sure nobody is stealing from them.
Competitions in these categories include vocab-
ulary tests and situational performance tests.

Preparing the future business leaders of the world.

Competing in FBLA can help you save money during college if
you decide on a major while still in high
school. Many students in college change
their majors and it costs them more money
to stay in college longer. A semester in col-
lege costs on average $9,700 after factor-
ing in living expenses, scholarships that
discount tuition, books, and most impor-
tantly the actual tuition costs average
$6,000 a semester once they are discount-
ed to 95% of students. Winning these com-
petitions can also secure you scholarships
to save even more money on the invest-
ment that is furthering your education.

The club is a smart way to save on college.

Some are getting ready for Wall-Street.

by Hayden Jacobs

by Hayden Jacobs
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In this career of the month,
the path of psychology is
involved in something you
may not have expected, the
video game industry. If you
believe it or not, video
games are addicting for a
reason. If video games
never had consumers com-
ing back to buy or play every
game developer’s put out,
they would not be as suc-
cessful as they are today.
Psychologist’s working in
the game industry figured
out how to keep a consistent
flow of customers back
when the early consoles like
the ATARI and NES came
out. Now that video games
improved tremendously in
mostly every aspect, psy-
chologists have a wider

amount of roles. The differ-
ent things you can do will
hopefully get you into study-
ing psychology.

If pay is what you
are worried about, a PhD in
psycho logy
can get you
seventy-thou-
sand to
eighty-thou-
sand dollars a
year! The
best part
about it is that
you can apply
for a specific
job before
being hired.
You can be a character
developmental psycholo-
gist, meaning that you are
behind the entire plot of a
character in any type of
game. User research is
another job, and it involves

testing games and purpose-
ly trying to glitch or corrupt
them. Testing a game to
play as it was intended is
vital to the development
process and also impacts

the way your
game sells.
One last job
of the many
is helping in
b u s i n e s s
d e c i s i o n s
and analyz-
ing data for
the good of
the compa-
ny. The
chances are

that there is a role in the
industry to your liking with
the amount there is current-
ly.

Now that you know
what jobs are available,
maybe a masters or doctor-

ates may sway your opinion.
With the increasing need for
psychologists in the game
industry, it is beneficial to go
to college for the eight
years. You will most likely be
employed, but it is very
expensive to go to college
for eight whole years. The
average cost for a doctor-
ates degree is $53,625-
$113,035 or $10,725 a year.
If money is an issue, finan-
cial aid and loans will get

you through it but you will
most likely graduate with
debt, unless your family is
wealthy and willing to help.
That is pretty much all you
need to know to pursue this
career as a game industry
psychologist. The next step
is choosing what college is
right for you, but you still
have time to plan no matter
your high school graduation
year.

It is a simple yet complex
question you may be asked in
your lifetime, is the glass half
empty or half full? You may
have sided with one and never
have even known it! If you
would like to find out what you
side with, consider the actual
definitions first. An optimist is
defined as a person who tends
to be hopeful and confident
about the future or the suc-
cess of something. A pessimist
is defined as a person who
tends to see the worst aspect
of things or believe that the
worst will happen. These defi-
nitions are plain and simple on
paper but mean a lot more to
the way humans interpret
them. Now that you get the
simple idea, you must get the
abstract idea.

Optimism is up first,
and it is more common to the
public. It is widely known
because of the “nothing will go
wrong and everything will be
fine” way of thinking. Optimists
usually take situations on the
more hopeful side when things
are unpredictable. With that
being said, there’s a good and
a bad aspect to this. One
aspect is the positive and that
is that optimists will have a
better attitude towards change
and adapt quicker than pes-
simists. The negative aspect is
that optimism may give you
false hope. When you have
false hope, it will lead to a
huge let-down when things do
not go your intended way. The
negative outcome may even
deter you from being an opti-
mist anymore, but rather a
pessimist. You can probably
name a few people you know

are optimists already, if not, all
of your friends are pessimists.

Pessimism is second,
and it is least accepted
because of the more appeal-
ing optimistic characteristics.
Realistic expectations come to
mind in situations involving
anything predictable in pes-
simists. Adding it all up and
having a more predictable

result will increase the chance
of success. Even if it is a bad
situation that was foreseen,
pessimists thrive in planning
ahead. Now there’s the bad
side of being a pessimist to
cover. Being around a pes-
simist is like being around that
one kid that tells everybody
that Santa is not real in kinder-
garten. They are usually more
negative towards life’s day to

day problems or even tri-
umphs.

If you believe you are
either a pessimist or optimist,
you are one step closer to suc-
cess and or failure. Now that
you know, you must under-
stand that being either a pes-
simist or optimist is one factor
that leads to your overall out-
comes in life. Although there

are two ways of defining your
character, that does not mean
you cannot do certain things
an optimist or pessimist can.
Sticking to a specific way of
life is not a bad thing but com-
bining both character defini-
tions will give you a new
understanding of not only you
but those around you.

Half Full or Half Empty?

Career of the Month: Psychology in the Game Industry

"Now that video
games improved
tremendously in
mostly every
aspect, psycholo-
gists have a wider
amount of roles."
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Photo of a Gaming Computer Setup

Photo of a Drinking Glass Filled with Water

by Andrew Whitesall

by Andrew Whitesall
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Since the 1700s, firefighting has been a staple
in keeping communities safe. A firefighter’s
main duties are to protect property and save lives.
In this day and age, less and less people are vol-
unteering for their local firehouses. This means
less help to handle emergencies and disaster sit-
uations. Some, however, step up and face the
dangers of everyday calamities.

Brandon Cressman, a senior fireman
from West Hazleton Fire Department, Diamond
Fire Company, and Foster Township Fire Com-
pany, is one of the heroes. Brandon has been in
the service for most of his life. He volunteered
solely on the facts that he wanted to keep his
family’s tradition alive, and he wanted to help
and service his community. He is brave, coura-
geous, active, well involved, and determined. He
mainly assists in the department’s vehicle main-
tenance or any other jobs that need to be done.
Though dealing with the stressful situations is
tough, he greatly enjoys what he does and finds
that being around the firehouse with his family
and seeing thankful people after helping them is
the most rewarding part.

Chuck Krone, the president of Hazle
Township Fire and Rescue Company, has been in
the fire service for twenty four years! He has al-
ways been fascinated with firefighters and is also
involved with Valley Regional Fire Company,
Medic #26, and Fearnots Fire Company. He has
worked hard to be a fire inspector and knowing
that he makes a difference and maybe has saved
someone’s life is the most rewarding part for

him. He says that the hardest part is the training
and staying physically fit to do the job. He warns
future volunteers to work hard and train; seeing
what firemen see is not for the faint of heart. He
enjoys doing what he does and would not trade it
for the world.

Matthew Fairchild, a senior firefighter

for West Hazleton Fire Department, likes to help
the community. He has been in the fire service
for three years and is normally found assisting
with daily operations in the firehouse. Matthew is
very dedicated to everything he does. His fa-
vorite part about being a volunteer fireman is get-
ting the job done and putting the fires out! He

finds that at the end of a stressful call, he is very
appreciative that he can go home safe and sound.

Joshua Walper has been in the service
for three years and loves to help out the commu-
nity and anyone in need. Josh is a senior member
of Hazleton City Fire Department and West Ha-
zleton Fire Department. He does what is needed
during a call. He absolutely enjoys what he does
and finds that knowing he was able to help save
someone or their belonging’s is his favorite part.
He is always putting other people before himself
and would do anything to help anyone in need.
Josh hates to see people hurt or upset and finds it
especially hard to have someone he knows be the
victim of an emergency situation. He encourages
new people to come and apply. He says, “You
don’t have to be a fireman, there’s many other
things you can do.”

Shawn S. Evans is the fire chief of
West Hazleton Fire Department, former member
of the Hazleton Heights Fire Company #4, mem-
ber of the Kline Township Fire Company #1, and
the Hazleton Rescue Squad. He has been a vol-
unteer atWest Hazleton Fire for 40 years and en-
joys what he does! Mr. Evans loves to help others
in need, and his favorite parts are the fire pre-
vention lessons, teaching today’s youth how to
plan to exit house fires, and how to call 911 dur-
ing an emergency. The hardest part of being a
fireman, for him, is setting time aside for family.
He feels most rewarded by a simple “thank you”
after helping someone in need. Shawn S. Evans
is a caring, compassionate, helpful and dedicated
member of society and wants the future genera-
tion of volunteers to learn how to always have
passion and be understanding.

by Anastacia Krone

The fire companies of the sur-
round communities are always
looking for new members to
join the ranks. In this day and
age, there are many different
options to volunteer for besides
being a firefighter. Between the
fire police, active firefighters, or
administrative members, there
is something for everyone to
enjoy.

The fire police individu-
als dedicated to keeping traffic
and pedestrians under control

during an emergency. They
block off roadways and create
the safe zones that emergency
responders need to work. Fire
police receive sworn police
powers and special training.
They make sure firefighting
equipment incident and fire
scenes and the station itself are
secure. In some instances, they
are even exterior firefighters
called to the scenes of emergen-
cies to help with what is needed.

Administrative members
of fire departments do not go on
any fire or emergency scenes.

These are the people who man-
age and distribute information
within a department. They plan
fundraisers, fill out paperwork,
and assist with other company
duties.

Firefighters respond to
emergency situations, such as
car accidents and natural disas-
ters. Volunteer firefighters res-

cue victims and provide first
aid. These procedures include
CPR, mouth-to-mouth breath-
ing, and wound care. These are
the ones who go into fires and
do everything they can to put it
out with minimal damage. It is
the most dangerous of the
bunch.

TheAmerican Red Cross has
served the U.S. military since 1898.
It was founded on May 21st, 1881
by Clara Barton. Since then, it has
evolved into much more than just
blood work. It now branches into
the work of disaster services, serv-
ice to the armed forces, emergency
assistance, and education. Members
of the Red Cross must be over the
age of sixteen with a parent’s con-
sent and must have a clean back-
ground.

SammiWersinger is an active
member of theAmerican Red Cross
and Big Brothers Big Sisters. She
volunteers because she likes to be a
good support system for everyone
she meets, whether it is at a home
fire or a large-scale disaster. She is
selfless, ambitious, and caring. She
has had a few instances where she
has worked under pressure, one
being when it was 9 degrees and she
was called to assist fifty-four peo-
ple within a three hour period at
four o’clock in the morning. She

and many others work hard to help
people in need. Volunteers for the
American Red Cross are always
needed and accepted. To apply, visit
www.redcross.org or call (570) 455-
9517.Avolunteer specialist will get
in touch and set up an orientation in
no time!

The members of the emer-
gency medical service work long
hours and suffer through sleepless
nights to take care of their com-
munities. It is a tough job and re-
quires a person to be courageous,
compassionate, dedicated, and
open-minded. E.M.S. workers
take precious time away from
their families to cater to the needs
of citizens 24/7, three hundred
sixty five days a year. EMT train-
ing can take anywhere between
six months to two years to com-
plete, depending on the institu-
tion. These programs are offered

at technical institutes and com-
munity colleges and usually in-
clude 120 to 150 hours of
coursework.

An EMT from the West Ha-
zleton Ambulance Service,
Robert “Bob” Segaria, has been
in the service for thirty-nine
years. Bob is a member of the
West Hazleton Fire Department
and the American Heart Associa-
tion. He responds to 911 calls and
enjoys knowing that he can make
a difference to a patient. He is
dedicated to his service and en-
courages the future generations to
partake in being a volunteer, all
communities need them.

Photo by Scott Herring

Firefighter Brandon Cressman working at the scene of a fire.

Photo from the American Red Cross Facebook page.

Members of the American Red Cross
hard at work!

The Ride of Your Life
byAnastacia Krone

What Can You Do?
byAnastacia Krone

The Need Is Real; The Time Is Now
by: Anastacia Krone
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Over the years, the Hazleton Area
Cougars men’s basketball team has
dominated every season, but this year set a
new level of dominance. Throughout the
season, the Cougars put long hours into
practice, and it has paid off. This season, the
men’s basketball team is ranked twelfth in
the state with a 18-2 record. As the season
progresses and as the team fights from the
start to the finish of the game, not many
students supported this outstanding season
as there are more adults than students in
every game.

Over previous seasons, the Cougar
student section would fill up and every seat
would be taken, but during the last few
seasons, only a handful of students would
attend games. The only time the student
section is filled up is the game against
Hazleton’s rivals, the Crestwood Comets.
The Cougars are known for the big crowds in
the student section with great support, but
this year their support is lacking, where are
the Cougar Crazies? As the starters have
excelled this season, they are disappointed
on the turnout of students during their
games. It is not just the boys’basketball team
that lacks student support, but the girls’ team
as well.

A few members of the men’s
basketball team were interviewed. Joe Grula,
a starting player for the boys’ basketball
team, was asked about the lack of support.

He stated, “The student section has
definitely dropped off over the years, and we
could definitely use a little bit of a boost.”

As other players feel the same about
the low attendance of students, Josh Samec,
another starting basketball player, also
shared how he feels, stating, “I feel more
students should support the team, as there is
a big crowd, but the majority of the crowds

are not students.”
Mr. Petrone has a theory regarding the

lackluster turnout and enthusiasm overall for
school sporting events. He believes it is due
to the large number of students who do not
grow up in the Hazleton Area. School spirit
and a sense of pride are not things that be
grown or developed overnight.

As the season is coming to an end, the
student section is yet to impress the team.

With a large turnout, the Hazleton Area
Cougars thrive on the feedback of the crowd,
boosting their confidence. Districts is right
around the corner, and the large turnout of
supporters is well needed to help the
Cougars battle their way to fight for States.
All the sports teams are disappointed of the
lack of student support and the question still
roams the air, where are the Cougar Crazies?

Sports Scene
Cougar Chit-Chat
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Where Are the Cougar Crazies?
by Dylan Laurie

Photo by Alexandra Hudock

The Cougar Crazies represent during a basketball game.

The Kings of the North East

The 18-2 Hazleton Area boys’
basketball team had an outstanding
season, dominating the conference
and coming in first. Not only have
they won the conference, but they
are ranked number nine in the state.
Over the years, they have showed
dominance
and
perseverance,
but nothing
like this
season. As the
season comes
to the end, the
team looks
promising for
when they go
to districts.

As the

season progresses, the Cougars are
looking stronger and better at every
game, and will be a serious threat
to any team they are against. In the
conference, the Hazleton Cougars
won 15 games. They continue to
destroy the competition and will
take every new challenge head on.
Needless to say, their journey

throughout
the season has
been
remarkable,
and time will
unravel how
far they will
truly get in
districts, and
states.

by Dylan Laurie

Here's a Cheer for the Leaders

Although a cheerleaders’ main job is
to cheer at sporting events to hype up the
crowd, they still need to perform at
competitions during their season. The
HazletonArea cheerleaders are divided into
three different teams:
Junior Varsity, Varsity
game team and the
Varsity competitive team.

The game
cheerleaders are the ones
who cheer at most of the
varsity games including
basketball, football and
wrestling. The Junior
Varsity cheerleaders
cheer at most JV games
and also compete and go
to some competitions with the competitive
team. Lastly, the Varsity competitive team
spends most of their time practicing for
competitions like districts, states, regionals
and the most important: nationals. The
competitive cheerleaders also cheer at

important basketball or football games.
Hazleton Area has many good sports

teams, including the cheerleading teams.
This year was the fourth consecutive time
that Hazleton has taken the gold at districts,
to qualify for states. They placed 7th at
states this year out of roughly 30 teams.
They also placed nationally multiple times,

and the head coach
was on the team the
year they got second
in the nation.

The
cheerleaders work just
as hard as the other
teams to win and
compete well. Most
people don’t realize
how hard competitive
cheerleading is. You
need to be strong and
physically able to run

a routine, do gymnastics and lift other
people in the air. It goes without saying that
the HAHS cheerleaders have many
accomplishments including winning
districts four times, placing in states each
year and placing nationally.

by Ally Hudock

by Dylan Laurie

The Silent
Underdogs

The HazletonArea Cougars produces one
of the best sports teams in the conference as the
players pour their hearts out on the field, the
mats, the courts, and the pool. Wrestling, tennis,
track and field, girls’ basketball, volleyball,
water polo, swimming, and field hockey
dominate their conference. But the stands that
represent the HazletonArea Cougars are almost
nonexistent. Parents show up to support their
child as they play their hardest, unfortunately it
is not the same as their best friends and others
cheering for their team.

In previous seasons, the results are the
same, mostly emptiness in the stands, and the
teams got used to it. Over the years, the
wrestling team has dominated the conference,
with many good wrestlers that excel on the
mats. As the boys’ basketball team has the
highest student turnout, many athletes are
disappointed that it is not distributed amongst
the other sports. The lack of support is
disappointing, and the athletes approach this
situation as “normal.” Is “normal” the right
approach taken by athletes?

Endy Santos, a track and field
participant, stated, “We try our hardest day in
and day out, and no one is there for support, but
the approach of no student support should not
be normal, but should express our words to get
people to come to every sporting event, as we
are all one school.”

Every track meet, there is a handful of
people supporting the athletes, mostly parents
and siblings. For consecutive years, the track
has battled for first place, and has produced
athletes that further track and field in division 1
college sports. The Cougars’ are widely known
for their dominance; their emptiness in the
stands is unfortunately widely known.

"Cheerleading
may look easy,
but it takes

a lot of hard work
and dedication,"

according to this author.

Photo by Dylan Laurie

Michael Cusatis goes for the ball during a
game.



by Jessica Murman

Welcome to victory
HAHS varsity swimmers and
divers! On the dates of
February 25th and March
3rd- 4th, the HAHS varsity
swimmers and divers com-
peted in a prestigious PIAA
competition known as dis-
tricts, a meet that they have
been preparing for all season
long.

In the PIAA diving
competition, Cassie
Longazel, a high-achieving
HAAS student and diver,
took an outstanding 5th place
in the regional division and
4th place as a district II final-
ist. Cassie also achieved her
personal best score of a
366.95 and got a total of 10
points for the overall swim-
ming/diving districts score.
Cassie stated that this was a
great senior year for her and
she was honored to be a part
of the team and call everyone
her team mates, and is
extremely pleased with her
scores.

In the swimming por-
tion of districts, held on
March 3rd and 4th, the
H A H S

swimmers dominated the
pool and made some out-
standing, record-breaking
achievements, breaking both
the high school and district
record times. The following
HAHS swimmers also made
it to states which was held at
Bucknell University a few
short days after the districts
competition - Marina
O’Hara, Haley Sanko,
Maggie Yannes, Amy
Collins, Megan Llewellyn,
and Jorge Moncayo. Jorge
Moncayo also went on to
swim at nationals! As far as
placing goes, the HAHS
team did not win first. But a
winner isn’t someone who
bears many medals, it is
someone who absolutely
gave it their all and tried their
very best.

Yes the road to districts
is very fun and enjoyable for
all swimmers, but preparing
for the districts hype takes
mental, physical, and emo-
tional strength. All swim-
mers that will be swimming
in districts go through a two
week process of shortened
practices and less swimming

time, in order to con-
serve energy to pre-
pare for the big race
at districts. This
procedure is called
“Taper.” It is both
a swimmers best
friend and worst
nightmare.

Alissa
Platukis, an
HAAS sopho-
more and sec-
ond year swim-

mer, swam the 100 yard but-
terfly, 100 yard breaststroke,
and 200 yard freestyle relay
in the districts competition.
Alissa stated that she was
extremely satisfied with her
results, especially after drop-
ping time in all three races
and medaling in the 200 yard
freestyle relay and 100 yard
breaststroke.

When asked what her
favorite part of districts was,
she stated, “My favorite parts
of districts are the feeling
when you hit the wall at the
end of a race and realize that
all of the hard practices have
paid off, and knowing that
every one of your teammates
are cheering you on and sup-
porting you.”

She also stated that
taper was a main component
is dropping so much time in
her races.

Raul Geronimo, an
HAHS senior and first year
swimmer, swam the 50 yard
freestyle and 100 yard
freestyle in districts.

Raul stated, “I was
nervous to swim but eventu-
ally gained confidence and I
was happy with my results of
coming in second place in
my heat in the 100 yard
freestyle and I was happy
with cutting down time.”

When asked about his
favorite part of districts, Raul
stated, “My favorite part had
to be watching every last
heat because it was really
intense, and the team cheers
were exciting as well.”

Taper, a really impor-
tant aspect of districts was
also discussed, “I really

enjoyed taper, it was awe-
some, and I do feel like it
helped me drop time in my
races.”

Brandy McGlynn, an
HAAS junior and second
year swimmer, swam the 200
yard freestyle and the 500
yard freestyle in districts and
stated, “I wasn’t too happy
about these events at first,
but I came to like distance
and dropped 10 seconds in
the 200 yard freestyle and 16
seconds in the 500 yard
freestyle, so I am really
happy with that.”

Brandy also loves
many aspects about districts
including the many team
cheers, seeing her times
change, and making life-long
memories with the team.

When asked if she
enjoyed taper and if it helped
her in districts, Brandy stat-
ed, “I definitely did enjoy
taper. I felt like death and
tiredness however, I feel like
it helped me a lot. Without
taper I would not have
dropped that much time.”

Hannah Mintz, an
HAHS senior and 4th year
swimmer has come to gain a
lot of knowledge and experi-
ence with the districts sce-
nario. This year Hannah
swam the 200 yard
IM and the 100
yard backstroke.
She claimed to be
especially happy
with her results
and dropping
time, and said
that it was a
great season
overall for her.

When

asked about her favorite part
about districts, Hannah stat-
ed, “My favorite part about
districts is definitely making
memories with my team and
lifelong friends.”

Cody Manherz, an
HAHS sophomore and sec-
ond year swimmer, is very
enthusiastic about districts
and really put in his all this
season to achieve his desired
goal at districts. At districts
Cody swam the 200 yard IM
and 100 yard backstroke and
came in first place in the 100
yard backstroke heat and
placed second in the 200
yard IM heat. Cody stated he
was extremely happy with
these results and believes it
was the best he ever swam.

When asked about his
favorite part about districts,
Cody stated, “My favorite
part of districts is definitely
the shave down the night
before. It is really a great
experience and allows me to
bond with my teammates and
it also helps me take off time
in my events. I also really
love taper because of the
shortened practices and the
hype that it gives me for dis-
tricts.”

Swimming to Victory

photos taken by Eden
Triano, Jessica

Murman
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Technology is constantly evolving.
One piece of technology that continues to up-
grade, is the way we play games. At this cur-
rent time people play on their phones, tablets,
consoles, and computers. Right now the cur-
rent generation consoles are Microsoft’s
Xbox One, and Sony’s PlayStation 4. Cur-
rently these consoles can at most run at 900p
to 1080p and 30fps to 60fps. For many
gamers this is fine, but for others they don’t

these settings always when playing a game.
Many will just say buy a pc, and play there
but for many gamers they love consoles or
they don’t want a pc because their friends are
not on that platform.

For consoles to compete with the
advancing technology both companies are re-
leasing better versions of the current console
that can handle a guarantee 4k resolution, and
a stable 60fps. Last year Sony released the
PS4 pro that handle games at 4k and 60fps at
a price point of $400. Currently the PS4 pro
can only run certain games at these higher
resolutions, and some of them might even

crash. Also, the device can have issues with
certain T.Vs. For example, sometimes the
console will have issues starting up or it
would not even start. Just recently Sony re-
lease an update that improves some of the
games so they will not crash as fast and keep
a stable 60 frame rate. Also with the update it
gave the ability for all PS4 games to run at 4k
and 60fps.

Sony is not the only company cre-
ating a new 4k console. Microsoft is as well
creating a new console. Currently the console
is still in development and it’s under the name
the Scorpio. The console is set to release Fall

2017 and there is no price set yet. The system
has four teraflops, it run 60 fps, and 4k. The
Scorpio is doing similar things as the PS4 pro
but the Scorpio can handle more animation
on screen and keep its frame rate at a stable
rate. The head of Xbox Phil Spencer, has said
that the Scorpio will be the strongest console
to date but he said do not go out to rush and
buy this system wait after launch.

Even with the issues of these con-
soles, they
provide the ultimate hardcore gaming ex-

perience.

Screenshot taken from an Xbox One

Two characters try to escape the Baker's house.

Screenshot taken from an Xbox One

The front gates of the Baker’s family home.

Screenshot taken from an Xbox One

The main character Mia.

Upgrades for Current Gen Consoles
by Justin Vargas

In the month of January, Nintendo
announced their newest console called the
Switch. The Switch is the first hybrid con-
sole. Which means it can play games on
your T.V and you can take it on the go. The
console comes with a tablet, where if you
removed it from the console the game starts
to play on the tablet. The console runs
games at 1080p 60fps and the tablet can
run games at 720p 30fps. Also, the con-
troller can be split into two to create mo-
tion controllers.

The console release date is March
3, 2017 and its price point is $400. Straight
from the box you get the console, the con-
trollers, tablet, and the charging ports. Cur-
rently, though the console is sold out
everywhere especially in major retailers
like GameStop,Amazon, and the Nintendo
store. Right now there is a waiting list you
can sign up at GameStop or you can wait
April for a restock of the console.

There are some problems for ex-
ample like the lack of third party software
like Netflix, Hulu, and web browser.Also a
lack of launch titles to push the console and
show its power. Many its games are gim-
micky and won’t keep you playing for long
There is only one game sadly that’s proba-
bly the best launch title and that’s “The
Legend of Zelda: Breath of the Wild” the
only launch title that’s worth buying. The
game looks stunning, its open world, and it
plays like and role-playing game. The
game currently looks like the ultimate
“Legend of Zelda” game.

Probably the best feature of this
console is the fact that it’s a console hybrid.
It’s so cool of having the ability of playing
a game at home and then taking it on the
go. Apparently though someone got the
Switch early and many people were able to
see the UI and Switches layout. So far the
layout looks very slick, easy to maneuver
and that makes easy for anyone to use.

If Nintendo keeps the hype up for
this console this is going to be a very easy
system seller during the holidays. Many
people are very excited for this console and
many have planned to camp out in front of
stores to get the console first. Are you one
of the luck few to get the new console?

by Justin Vargas

Nintendo’s
New Con-
sole

Gaming
HAHS
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“Resident Evil 7” is the newest game of the se-
ries from the publishing company Capcon. For the
first time in the series the series has moved from a
third-person game into first-person. Capcon are using
this “Resident Evil” as an experiment to see if they
can bring back the game to its roots.

The first couple games in the series where
mostly a strict third person action horror game which
many fans approved of. At the time “Call of Duty”
was release and Capcon saw that for them to com-
pete with them they needed to change the way there
game played. Soon by the 4th game in the series,
“Resident Evil” was becoming an action/adventure
game instead a horror game. By the time the 6th
game was released many the fans have lost hope and
it was the game that sold the least in the series.

Then at E3 2015 Capcon finally announced
“Resident Evil 7: Biohazard,” and it came with pos-
itive results and the fan base was very pleased that
the game was going back to its original roots.

“Resident Evil 7” using their new game en-
gine the game looks very realistic the motion of the
characters and the environments looks beautiful. The
game has very detail characters and the actors that
played them have excellent emotion for them. The
game is filled with puzzles and packed with action
and great jump scares. The games gore is beautiful
the way an enemy gets damaged and how they react.
The game for beginners at start last 8-10 hours long
and for people that master the game it’s usually 1-4
hours long.

With a new game comes with a new story.
The game is about a guy named Ethan who lost his
wife three years ago when she was on a ship. He later
gets a message from his wife Mia that she’s at Baker
Farm Dulvey, Louisiana. Once he gets to the Baker
Mansion he finds Mia and he’s then greeted by the
Baker family. Ethan tries to escape, but throughout
the game, he is chased by each family member until
he escapes with Mia. The game has a great mixture of
survival horror and action.

Within the game you fight each family mem-
ber and they each have different abilities. While try-
ing to escape the Baker Mansion it’s your job to
figure out what happened to the Baker family and
why they have these strange abilities.

If you missed the way how “Resident Evil”
was back in the day “Resident Evil 7: Biohazard”
brings it back to its original roots. This game so far is
one of the best of 2017. If you ever needed a reason
to return to “Resident Evil” the time is now with the
new fresh look, new characters, and environments.

“Resident Evil 7: Biohazard” Review
by Justin Vargas



Playing video games
professionally to help pay off
your college tuition sounds
like a pretty cool idea for some
people. That is why more and
more players are turning to
semi-professional teams to
earn some extra cash to pay
their way through college. Just
like the more popular colle-
giate sports, cyber athletes can
earn scholarships based on
how good they are too. But
for gamers it is a little harder
to earn scholarships for col-
lege when video games are not
recognized as a sport yet.
There are ways to be awarded
these scholarships for playing
video games. A few universi-
ties in the United States are

offering scholarships and
some are even installing pri-
vate gaming areas on campus
to draw interest in Esports.

The University of
California, Irvine was the first
public university to have their
own PC cafe. All the supplies
have been donated by
iBuyPower, Logitech, and
Vertagear. UCI is also the first
public university that offers a
“League of Legends Esports

scholarship program” which is
funded by Riot Games, the
maker of League of Legends.
The design of the cafe is based
off South Korean PC cafes
where most of League's player
base is from. The scholarship
is offered to ten people for up
to four years.

Robert Morris
University was the first uni-
versity in the United States to
offer a scholarship for Esports.
This scholarship will cover
about half of the cost of
attending Robert Morris. The
school has 5 different games
that are offered with League of
Legends being the biggest
supported game.

The University League
of Legends Campus Series has
200 teams currently for the
2017 season, and the season

lasts nine weeks. There are
four conferences in North
America to determine the final
eight teams for the champi-
onship tournament. The three
of the four top seeded teams
are offering scholarships to the
players.

There are many other
games that have their own
series, Blizzard, the makers of
Hearthstone, Heroes of the
Storm, Overwatch, and World

of Warcraft partnered with
over 200 schools and has
raised about $1.29 million in
scholarship prize money given
out. Tespa started with three
students from the University
of Texas. Heroes of the Storm
is a multiplayer online battle
arena just like LoL and Dota.
The “Heroes of the Dorm”
tournament is the name given
to the Heroes of the Storm col-
legiate championship.

E-sports is a growing as a sport
and an industry with it starting out with
a couple hundred people attending
events to tens of thousands filling up
arenas and stadiums both in North
America and Europe. Besides watching
the gaming events live they have also
been featured on espn and tbs.

There are many different games
that are played professionally and most
of them are played in front of a crowd
cheering on their favorite teams and
players. Some of the popular games that
people watch are:

Counter-Strike: Global Offensive,
is an online multiplayer attack and
defend game developed by Valve with
five players on each team. The two
teams are called Terrorist and Counter-
Terrorist, The Terrorist team has to try
and plant a bomb with the Counter-ter-
rorist team trying to defend the “bomb
sites.” Counter-Strike is also focused on
its team based gameplay and money
management. Each team starts out with
$800 to buy gear such as body armor or
tactical grenades. You earn money by
eliminating the opposite team, winning
the round, and for defusing or planting
the “bomb.” To win this gamemode one
team has to win 16 rounds out of 30
total rounds. There are currently seven
maps that are played competitively and
they all have the same attack and defend
setup.

League of Legends, is a multiplay-
er online battle arena sometimes short-
ened to LoL, or just League. You could
compare this to a game of chess but
instead of controling all of the pieces,
you just control one. League of Legends
is five on five player game where each
player picks one of the 134 playable
characters, called champions. The goal
of the game is to push your units into
the enemies base and destroy it. There
is only one type of map that is played
competitively, it has three lanes with an
area between the lanes called the
Jungle, in the jungle there are these
minions that when they are attack your
champion gains power. Every character
has a different role on their respective
team such, the roles are; top lane who is
a strong character with a lot of health,
they are also known as a tank. Middle
lane is usually a more complex champi-
on that has strong abilites, the middle

lane champions are one of the most
important one in the game where they
control the flow of the game. The sec-
ond most important role on the team is
support, the support champions go to
the bottom lane with an attack damage
carry and the support characters have
the ability to heal friendly characters.
The ADC goes to the bottom lane and
tries to become the main damage dealer.

D.O.T.A. 2. Is very relateable to
league of legends with the way the map
is setup and gameplay. The only differ-
ence is that dota goes more in depth
with their character detail and how each

character works. Dota has only 113
characters to choose from and they are
called heroes. Every hero has at least 4
skills that they can use. Some must be
actively used while some are passive
and constantly active. Any hero can be
played anywhere on the map but some
heroes are better adapted for a certain
position on the map while others are not
as strong. Every time an enemy unit
dies, if your hero is near he will gain
experience. Experience lets your hero
become more powerful. Getting the last
hit on a unit will give your hero in game
gold. This in game gold can be used to

buy items that also make your hero
more powerful, this is another similari-
ty with League.

Leagues have seasons with a large
tournament for the top 16 teams like
professional sports but not all games
have this format for their pro scene.
There is a large D.O.T.A. tournament
known as The International, it is held
yearly in early august at Seattle,
Washington in the Key Arena. The
International features eight invited
teams who have either won previous
tournaments or have won The
International in previous years. Another

eight teams qualify for The
International by playing in a regional
qualifier, there are four regions that
teams can qualify from; Americas
which features North and South
American teams, China, Europe, and
Southeast Asia. There are also two
wildcard teams from each reigion that
get to attend.

E-Sports has grown from small
houses with friends to selling out stadi-
ums and arenas around the world.

The Reality of E-Sports

Pro Gamers in a League of Their Own

"Playing video
games to help
pay off your col-
lege tuition
sounds pretty
cool," according
to this author.

Photo by: Mark Kisenwether

Picture collage created by Mark Kisenwether; images courtesy of Google 2017

The logos of some of the better-known colleges that sponsor
gamers are shown here.

The stage at MLG Columbus 2016

by Mark Kisenwether

by Mark Kisenwether
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While the government in the
United States of America is a bicam-
eral legislature, meaning that it is
controlled by two major parties, there
are many other parts from those two.
These are called third-parties; while
there has never been a third party

president, they bring much attention
to political issues.

In this year’s election, Bernie
Sanders was a third party candidate,
and many of his standpoints later
transferred to Democratic nominee
Hillary Clinton, showing that third
parties voices are often heard, and
they influence main parties.

Other than Bernie Sanders,

Jill Green and Gary Johnson also ran
as third party candidates. Not many
citizens vote for third party candi-
dates and not many knowmuch about
them, either. The most popular third
parties are the Green Party, Constitu-
tion Party, and Libertarian Party.
There are also Independent candi-
dates, such as Sanders, which means
that they have no affiliation with any
political party. Independent candi-
dates are still called third party, in the
case of elections. Third parties can be
centered on anything and vary greatly
from one to another.

While third parties are not a
part of the main two, they often side
with one party more so than the other.
For example, the Green party sides
with the Democratic Party on the
topic of environmental issues, while
the Constitution Party sides with the
Republican Party on the topic of ille-
gal immigration. Despite many citi-
zens identifying with these parties,
many do not vote for them.

There is often a negative
stigma surrounding third parties that
prevents citizens from voting for

them.When it comes to election-day,
many people believe that there are
only two options, Republican or De-
mocrat. These parties receive the ma-
jority of the nation’s votes citizens
think that voting third party is either
harmful, or like not voting at all. But,
if enough citizens voted third party,
there would be a much better chance
of them impacting an election, or po-
tentially winning. Even if third par-
ties don’t gain votes, Americans
should look into them and understand
as many different viewpoints as pos-
sible, in order to gain a definite polit-
ical identification.

For many students, the world of poli-
tics feels like a far off land that is detached
from daily life.And for some, political par-
ties are even more of a blur. For the last
eight years, Barrack Obama was the presi-
dent of the United States; some people
know only the basics about him. For ex-
ample, the fact that he was the firstAfrican

American President.
Although that was a
large step in history,
many students do not
know what views he
held, as he was
elected when the sen-
iors in this school
were still elementary
aged.

Donald Trump
became the new President of the United
States, many people are aware that he is a
billionaire businessman but are not clear on
his position on certain topics. President
Obama is a Democrat, and President
Trump is a Republican. These two political
parties vary in a many ways, and oppose
each other on most topics.

One frequented topic was the ter-
rorist organization, ISIS, and how to go
about the threat that they create. Republi-
cans are often thought of as more inclined
to partake in confrontations, and Democ-
rats are often less confrontation oriented.
While President Obama avoided major dis-
putes and war-like involvement in Syrian
and Russian disputes, President Trump is
more inclined to become involved.

Some particular topics that Don-
ald Trump was always very clear on are the
creation of jobs, and getting people off of
government aid. Republicans typically
think in this way, while Democrats agree to
disagree; typically believing that assisting

people financially is crucial to the stability
of a country, alongside stable jobs. The
right wing often holds the viewpoint that
too many people abuse this system, while
the left wing thinks that there are more peo-
ple in need than those who abuse it.

Liberals, such as Obama, are
more open to trade and good relations with
other countries. Conservatives, such as
Trump, believe thatAmerica is the first pri-
ority. They believe that closing relations
with countries such as China and Mexico
would benefit Americans and form many
new jobs. While the opposing party be-

lieves that trade with other countries bene-
fits the economy. President Trump wants to
abolish NAFTA.

Although there is a third-party
called the Green Party that is dedicated to
environmental protection, Liberals also
identify with this issue. Conservatives do
not often side with the Green Party on this
issue, as they feel as though coal mining,
fracking, and other polluting practices are
necessary for economic stability and the
benefit of the middle class.

Both of the main political parties
in the United States of America vary in a

large scale, leaving some citizens out of the
loop and misleading most. It is easy for one
person to manipulate others into their own
political party by slandering against the
other party or sharing only their personal
opinion. It takes unbiased sources, re-
search, and experience to create a personal
political identification. Understanding what
side you are on, or what side you agree
with the most, is crucial to the stability of
the United States of America. All citizens
should know where they stand.

Photo Courtesy of CNBC 2017

President Donald Trump and former President Barack Obama meeting before the in-
auguration.

Photo courtesy of Google Images 2017

Bernie Sanders, most renowned Third-Party candidate in
the most recent Presidential Election.

Trump Transition

by Brittany Heffelfinger

by Brittany Heffelfinger

Third-Parties Explained

This is Brit-
tany!

the author of the article

"Americans should look
into them (Third Parties),
and understand as many
different viewpoints as

possible, in order to gain a
definite political identifica-

tion."
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Travel ban or Muslim ban? Trump’s exec-
utive order called for a temporary ban of
refugees and citizens of seven Muslim ma-
jority countries from entering the United
States- Iraq, Syria, Iran, Libya, Somalia,
Sudan andYemen. Muslim-majority nations
not on the blacklist have remained largely
silent -- with the exception of Pakistan.Aus-
tralia, which has implemented hard-line poli-

cies against refugees, was one of the few na-
tions to voice support for the ban.
Since the ban was proposed, Americans

took to the streets to protest. In Washington
D.C, thousands of people descended on the
White House for a rally followed by a march
down Pennsylvania Avenue, past the Trump
International Hotel, the U.S capitol building.
This march was organized by “Peace for
Iran”, a young group of Iranian profession-
als. Marchers came from all backgrounds.
College students chanted things like, “when

Muslims are under attack- what do we do?
Fight back.” The crowd held a sea of creative
signs including, “we bombed them, now we
banned them” and “we should be more con-
cerned over the orange monster.” These
weren’t the biggest protests though. One of
the most covered ones on the news are at
major airports across the country- from New
York toAtlanta to Dallas to Seattle. Marches
to protest the ban also happened in New
York, Missouri, Los Angeles, Houston and
West Palm Beach. Other cities responded
with photos and video demonstrations in-
cluding Philadelphia and Salt Lake City.
Also smaller cities like Wilkesbarre, PA and
Raleigh, NC.

The backlash is global. Multiple
foreign leaders have slammed the ban, some
to President Trump himself. The United
Kingdom’s Prime Minister Teresa May said,
“We do not agree with this kind of ap-
proach.” As well as Foreign Secretary Boris
Johnson who described the ban as "divisive
and wrong," while London Mayor Sadiq
Khan said the move was "shameful and
cruel." German Chancellor Angela Merkel
called President Trump herself and reminded
him of his obligations to refugees under the
Geneva Conventions. Some of the countries
that were banned have had citizens living
here who are very respectful. For example,
"The Sudanese citizens living in the United
States are known for their good reputation,
respect for American laws, and their lack of

involvement in radical and criminal acts,"
the ForeignAffairs Ministry said, adding that
the Sudanese people are "heirs to the ancient
Nile River civilization, which is marked by
tolerance and peaceful coexistence." The
Foreign affairs ministry called on Washing-
ton to remove Sudan from the US list of
states that sponsor terrorism. From France,
Foreign Minister Jean-MarcAyrault said that
welcoming refugees was "a duty of solidar-
ity." "Terrorism doesn't have a nationality;
discrimination is not an answer," he said on
Twitter. This statement he made should be
something all nations follow, including our
own. As you can see, not all protests are be-
cause the “snowflakes” are offended, it’s be-
cause these people would like to ensure that
other ethnicities and genders will continue to
have the same rights and treatment as us.

The Women’s March was held
on Jan. 21, 2017, in Washington, D.C,
but sister marches have been organized
in all fifty states, several U.S territo-
ries and countries around the world.
There were marches in Chicago, Los
Angeles, Boston, Philadelphia and

London. These sis-
ter marches tried to
express solidarity
with the aims of
the Washington
D.C original
march: opposition
to President
Trump’s agenda
and support in

human and women’s rights.
"The Guardian" reported one mil-

lion people marched in total. This
number was estimated by crowd sci-
entists, Marcel Althenburg and Keith
Still, to be three times the amount of
people at President Trump’s inaugura-
tion.

In Boston, tens of thousands
participated in the Boston’s Women’s
March, including Senator Elizabeth
Warren and Mayor Marty Walsh.

“It’s shoulder to shoulder” in
Boston common, WBUR’s Deborah
Becker tells Scott Simon on the week-
end Edition Saturday. Becker de-
scribes the rally as a “sea of pink”
referring to the pink knit caps that have
become distinctive of the Women’s
March. They also held signs not only
protesting Trump, but supporting a
range of issues- from climate science

and women’s rights to affordable re-
productive services.

Senator Elizabeth Warren is a
very big figure within the marches and
told the crowd, “I’m here to fight
back! We are in marches to say we are
fighting back, that’s who we are!”

Chicago was the largest crowd
outside of Washington and that the
route was flooded so they could not
successfully walk throughout the city.
As well as Los Angeles, where it was
said that residents living there have not

seen so many people in one place in
their lives and that was including the
Dodgers stadium. Here, the supporters
were very big on women’s rights, reli-
gious freedom and LGBTQ rights,
which stands for lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender and queer.

Outside of the United States,
there are countries who participated in
the march. In London, thousands
marched through the British capital
Saturday in what was billed as a
Women’s march but was ostensibly an

anti-Trump rally. Also in other coun-
tries around the world, protestors car-
ried signs involving rights of women
and religious freedom.

Groups of people of different
backgrounds and ethnicities united;
men and women together hoping to
make change of how people of minor-
ity groups are looked upon.

Photo courtesy of Google Images 2017

This is a picture from the march of men and women holding signs to protest.

Photo courtesy of Google Images 2017

A protest occurring in an airport over the travel ban that
was proposed.

Women's March on Washington
byAlexandra Hudock

by Alexandra Hudock

Travel Ban Protests Across the Country

Ally Hudock

— United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights Zeid Ra'ad al-Hussein

"Discrimination on nation-
ality alone is forbidden

under #humanrights law ...
The US ban is also mean-
spirited, and wastes re-

sources needed for proper
counter-terrorism."
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Driving is a rite of passage among
teenagers all over the world! It is also very
exciting and comes with a lot of
responsibility and freedom. Being
introduced to a new skill such as driving
opens your eyes to many new precautions.

Whether you learn to drive from
parents and guardians or a trained
professional, an inexperienced driver has to
see for the very first time.

Senior, Maria Pauline was very
nervous when she first got her driver’s
license, but the more she drove the less
nervous she got. She got her license in
August 2015, but she scheduled her
appointment to take the test months prior
which she highly recommends! She also
believes that sixteen is a suitable age
because, most at that age obtain a job and
want to go out with friends so they always
need to find a source of transportation. She
learned how to drive from a driving
instructor and believes a good driving
instructor and calm parents to drive with
could help a teen driver gain more
confidence and experience.

Junior, Magen Miller was very
nervous when driving alone just after getting
her license since it was something new and
anything could happen at any time even if it
isn’t your fault. Her parents were the ones
to teach her everything she now knows.
Being cautious of your surroundings and not

being stressed out when entering a vehicle is
something that could help a teen driver gain
more confidence and experience.

Senior Tabatha Kanuck was
nervous because she has witnessed accidents
happening because people don’t follow the
rules and regulations when it comes to
driving. She still has her permit, but she is
planning on getting her license soon. She
thinks at the age of 16 you are a little too
young to begin driving because, a lot of
people at this age did not mature enough to
drive and will think speeding is “cool”.
She is currently enrolled in driving school
to finish learning the basics. But before
having the driving instructor, her father
helped her with basics. She strongly believes
that that having a class in school talking
about driving and all the rules and laws that
come along with the responsibility of driving
will help a teenager gain more confidence
when it comes to doing it on your own.

Junior Julia Bowman was only
nervous about the parallel parking. She
scheduled her test and got her license that
day. She believes that sixteen is a suitable
age to be driving as long as you stay focused
on your surroundings and be careful!
Driving came naturally to her; she just had
to go over the basics with her mom such as
making smoother stops. Ask questions even
if you think they’re stupid! And, practice,
practice, practice before going out on the
main roads that already licensed drivers
drive daily!

Milestones
April 2017
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16 and Driving
byMadison Hauze

Photo by Madison Hauze

Maria Pauline waits to exit the school parking lot cautiously.

Photo by Madison Hauze

Quite a few students drive to school daily as shown by the number of
cars in the parking lot.

Tips for Safe Driving

Being introduced to something
new that involves freedom such as
driving for a teen is very exciting! But
learning the new skills can be scary for
both the teen and his/her parents.

Taking precautions, being
visually/mentally alert of your
surroundings, and knowing the capability
of your vehicle is a very important key to
success on being safe when being behind
the wheel on the roads for one of your
very first times! Driving safely is
important because it’s your life behind
the wheel along with the others who are
driving around you.

When it comes to driving, you
can only focus on yourself and trust
yourself. You never know if the person
driving on the road next to you is alert
and aware of their surroundings which is
what makes driving scary! Being
introduced to certain precautions can be
what saves a life! Completing actions
such as wearing a seatbelt, obeying all
speed limits and road signs, being
attentive, adjusting all mirrors and seats
to your personal liking, using headlights,
etc.

All drivers should properly know
how to use their vehicle! And should
always follow state laws, and drive as
safely as possible to their destination!

by Madison Hauze

Spring Break and months off of school for
Summer Vacation lead to students taking trips all
over! Summer time and spring break are
recognized to be the most popular times to take a
trip outside of what you call home! Sometimes

driving is a little too much and the distance is too
long to get to your destination. But sometimes,
students take trips that are nearly close enough to
be driven to and they love the idea of “road
trips.”

Senior, Kara D’Amico takes road trips
to Connecticut every chance she gets! Spending
times like Spring Break and Summer Vacation in
her second home is something she looks forward

to! Visiting her favorite parts of this state such as
Bridgeport, Stratford, and Milford are very
important places to her since that is where her
family currently resonates at. She enjoys going to
places like shopping malls, playing volleyball on
beaches while lying in the sand relaxing and taking
in the sun, getting ice cream and spending time
with friends and family.

Senior, Maria Pauline is taking a trip to
Florida! Her trip is a trip that applies to the
distance issue when it comes to driving so she flies.
She rents a house on Anna Maria Island. She goes
to the beach to tan, play in the ocean, and walk the
boardwalk! She has visited this tropical island once
before! It’s on the gulf side of Florida in which
she goes to visit her uncle. She takes this trip with
her mother and any extended family members.

Senior, Hannah Matarella takes a trip to
Ocean City Maryland every summer! She and her
immediate family members take a drive down and
spend a weekend there. When taking this trip she
typically goes to the beach in the morning which

is her favorite part! Tanning on the beach and
cooling off in the ocean is what makes it her
favorite. She also takes long walks on the
boardwalk, and enjoys a long big dinner during the
nighttime. The last day of her trip she usually goes
on a boat ride across the ocean.

Senior, Taylor Sharp took a previous trip
to California and Las Vegas Nevada last summer.
Her trip was also a distance issue so she flew.
When visiting these beautiful attractions she went
and did some very fun things in which she hopes
to return to do again sometime this year!

Junior, Marcus Matz is taking a trip to
Myrtle Beach this summer. He and his family
members take a drive down and spend a whole
week visiting the beach standing in the ocean
water, and playing in the sand. He also enjoys
some nice dinners after visiting the beach. But his
favorite part is all his family members gathering
together after dinner and playing some golf on a
few different golf courses.

by Madison Hauze

Destinations to
Drive-To



Young people go
through many of the
same "growing pains"
their parents have gone
through. It is a never-
ending cycle with infinite
events and memories
that will be passed to
each generation.

What makes this as
interesting as it is, is that
no one senior forgets
about their fourth year
of high school. Chances
are that if you ask your
parents or grandparents,
they can tell you exact
memories of what their
senior year was like.

Since this phenome-
non has been around for
so long, what makes the
senior year so memo-
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HAHS Senior Plans
Carmen Nicholas

Question 1: Are you going
to college? If so, what
major are you going for? If
not, what would you like to
go for if you ever did go to
college?
Answer: I'm going to col-
lege to study law. I'm going
to be a physical therapy
lawyer.

Question 2: Are there any
upcoming events you are
looking forward to? If so,
what are they?
Answer: No, I’m currently
not set on any events com-
ing up.

Question 3: What do you
see yourself doing in 5
years from now?
Answer: Still in college get-
ting ready to take the BAR
hopefully.

Question 4: What do you
see yourself doing in 10
years from now?
Answer: Working as a
physical therapy lawyer, liv-
ing in the woods next to a
lake.

Question 5: Do you have a

quote you would like to
share? If so, what is it?
Answer: “We must accept
finite disappointment but
never lose infinite hope.”

Emmanuel Castro

Question 1: Are you going
to college? If so, what
major are you going for? If
not, what would you like to
go for if you ever did go to
college?
Answer: Temple or PSU for
finance.

Question 2: Are there any
upcoming events you are
looking forward to? If so,
what are they?
Answer: Senior Day

Question 3: What do you
see yourself doing in 5
years from now?
Answer: Working as a
financial analyst for a com-
pany, owning some shores,
working on building or
owning a company and
hopefully having a partner
in my life.

Question 4: What do you
see yourself doing in 10
years from now?
Answer: Traveling a lot
with my partner (if I have

one), and planning on
starting a family. Finally, I
see myself starting to
become successful and
hopefully owning a busi-
ness.

Question 5: Do you have a
quote you would like to
share? If so, what is it?
Answer: When you wanna’
be successful as bad as
you want to breathe then
you will be successful.

Ayla Hutchison

Question 1: Are you going
to college? If so, what
major are you going for? If
not, what would you like to
go for if you ever did go to
college?
Answer: Yes, political sci-
ence.

Question 2: Are there any
upcoming events you are
looking forward to? If so,
what are they?
Answer: Yes, prom.

Question 3: What do you
see yourself doing in 5
years from now?
Answer: Probably just get-
ting out of college.

Question 4: What do you

see yourself doing in 10
years from now?
Answer: Hopefully starting
a family with a good
career.

Sabrina Young

Question 1: Are you going
to college? If so, what
major are you going for? If
not, what would you like to
go for if you ever did go to
college?
Answer: Yes, pre-med.

Question 2: Are there any
upcoming events you are
looking forward to? If so,
what are they?
Answer: Yes, prom.

Question 3: What do you
see yourself doing in 5
years from now?
Answer: Still in college.

Question 4: What do you
see yourself doing in 10
years from now?
Answer: Still probably in
college...

Tristin Buggy

Question 1: Are you going
to college? If so, what
major are you going for? If

not, what would you like to
go for if you ever did go to
college?
Answer: Yes, the medical
field.

Question 2: Are there any
upcoming events you are
looking forward to? If so,
what are they?
Answer: Gracie Brazilian
jiu-jitsu seminar in
Phoenixville, PA.

Question 3: What do you
see yourself doing in 5
years from now?
Answer: Perhaps in the
Navy.

Question 4: What do you
see yourself doing in 10
years from now?
Answer: Have a degree in
med or an MBA.

Question 5: Do you have a
quote you would like to
share? If so, what is it?
Answer: “It’s not the size of
the dog in the fight, but the
size of fight in the dog.” -
Mark Twain

Well, there you have it!
The HASD hopes that you
all achieve your goals in
life until the very end.

by Andrew Whitesall



Fashion is something people consider every day and it is the recognized day to day way of dress-
ing. Trends change as new styles are being produced and displayed, but may also change due to the sea-
son. Everyone updates their style at one point or another.An unquestionable aspect of the fashion world
is change. Society frequently gets approached by new style ideas from television, magazines, music
videos and many other sources.

There are numerous reasons as to why particular clothing is selected such as: weather con-
ditions; if it is cold out, you might consider bundling up, but if it is hot out, you might just wear shorts
and shed some layers. Some other reasons to wear a certain style can be for a religious expression or
even just for the way you’re feeling; you might consider dressing up when you’re happy and dressing
down when you’re sad.

Many individuals tend to dress to inspire physical attraction. Some individuals find it’s very
important dressing to impress their friends, partner, or even just themselves. Fashion is an endless pop-
ularity contest where a style might be popular one day, and then the next day it can change to a totally
new style. People seem to have a different taste on different types of styles, and in today’s world it’s
truly easy to keep track of what’s popular by social media.

Students from the HazletonArea High School were interviewed on three questions: Do you
believe it is important to wear fashionable clothes?
Approximately how much money have you spent on clothes in 2017 so far? And, what is the most ex-
pensive piece of clothing you have ever purchased? Do you have a job and do you purchase these items
yourself?

Brandyn Davidson’s answers to these questions were, “Yes, I do believe it is important to
wear fashionable clothes because it helps my self-confidence and I enjoy having a unique style. I do
have a job and purchase my own clothing and have spent $300-500 on clothes this year, and the most
expensive piece of clothing I have ever bought was a pair of shoes for $180.”

Chris Lasecki’s responses were, “Yes, I do believe it is important to wear fashionable
clothes. I enjoy dressing nice and being in nice clothes because, it boosts your own confidence. I do
have a job and I have purchased these items myself. Also I have spent $400-500 this year on clothes,
and the most expensive piece of clothing I have ever bought was a watch for $350.”

Isaac Perez’s answers to these questions were, “No, I don’t believe it is important to wear
fashionable clothes, but I do like to look good. I don’t have a job but I do buy my own clothing, this
year I have spent over $500 on clothes, and the most expensive piece of clothing I have ever bought
was a pair of kicks for $220."

Dylan Laurie’s answers were, “I don’t believe it is important because, it is not about the
clothes, it’s more about the person. I have spent over $250 this year so far, and I do have a job and pur-
chase my own clothes. Also the most expensive piece of clothing was a pair of
shoes for $150."

After the interview each student was asked if
he had any regrets on his purchase on his most ex-
pensive piece of clothing, and they all answered,
“No.” 30 male students from the Hazleton
Area High School were also interviewed
on “Do you purchase your own cloth-
ing?” and 67% said “Yes.” Fashion
can have a big part on someone’s
daily life. Many people work hard
to stay up to date on fashion. Re-
member you should never dis-
criminate against someone for
what they’re wearing because
at the end of the day, it’s more
about the person than the out-
fit.
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Participating In Sports: Is It Worth It?

HAHS students balance extracur-
ricular  activities with part time jobs.
There are benefits in being employed
and active; but it is questionable how
students keep on track with their educa-
tion. Many believe that stress can be
caused if an individual lacks time effi-
ciency with all their responsibilities,
which might affect one’s performance
in school. 

Being a student athlete can be ex-
tremely challenging due to students
having to manage attending their prac-
tice schedule and travel to games dur-
ing classes. Student athletes must
maintain decent grades in order to par-
ticipate in their competitions and even
practices. So, why do students consider
committing themselves to a sport while
they have so much in their schedule like
part time jobs, their families, and their
education?
Several beneficial personal traits can

be developed during your athletic career
such as working together with a group
of people in order to achieve a goal.
Pushing yourself to the limits physically
could boost your academic commitment
and determination. As a student athlete
you will learn to improvise when things
don't go as planned. You will learn to be
more responsible, and manage your
time more efficiently. You will learn to
be dedicated, and it will help you re-
main physically active.

Two senior students from the
Hazleton Area High School where
interviewed. Do you focus on
sports as much as you do in your
studies?
Do you believe your sport affects
your academic performance? And
how do you manage to balance out
your studies, athletics and employ-
ment?

Nancy Cruz stated, “Yes, but I
actually focus more on sports than
I do with my studies. I don’t believe
sports affect your academic per-
formance as long as you do well in
school and actually pay attention
it’s easy to balance your studies &
sports. However it is actually diffi-
cult to balance studies, sports and
work no matter how much you try
to balance it. For example, I go to
school during the day then go to
practice after from 3-5 then go to
work 5-9 coming home to home-
work and having to study for a test.
It is hard to balance everything out,
but I still manage to balance it.”  

Brian Harry responded,
“Yes, I balance out sports with my
studies. I don’t believe sports affect
your academic performance as long
as you make sure you put time
aside for school work. I manage to
balance it because you learn to be
better at time management.”

Regardless if the sport
you play has a large role in your
life, nothing is more important than
your education. Despite how hard
it may become, you should always
find time for your studies.  

Photos by Endy Santos 

by Endy Santos



Do school-aged students
pay for their own clothing and
other fashion trends to keep up
with the change in today’s soci-
ety? Does it matter if the person
is male or female?

High school students, most
of the time at this point of life,
have a part time job. Is it just for
something to do? Or is it to start
realizing what the real world is
like because it’s right ahead of
our eyes.

HAHS senior,Katelyn
Miller, is a part time worker;
she provides things for herself
such as clothing. She thinks it’s
very important to learn the qual-
ities of providing for yourself
and being independent while
you are in your younger stages
of life because, you have some
guidance from loved ones like

family and friends to teach you
and help you along the way and
also because money manage-
ment is a very important quality
that you will have to carry on
throughout every stage of your
life.

HAHS junior Lauren
Zecker is a part time worker;
she still accepts support from
her parents when it comes to
things like purchasing clothing
items. She doesn’t see a prob-

lem when it comes to the small
things like purchasing new
clothing items as to one day she
will purchase on her own. She
believes it’s important to fend
for yourself and help when you
are making an income due to
having a job. But there are
many different ways and things
that we have that we can pay for
and help contribute to.

Sophomore Binka
Meiser stated that due to her age
and her parents work schedule it
has been a little bit harder to
find a job. And not having a
license or vehicle doesn’t help.
She does complete chores
around her house to earn her
money so she can get the things
that she wants. Most of the time
with the money she earn she
does things like purchase cloth-
ing, pay her cell phone bill, and
more things to help out! She is a

strong believer that providing
for herself and learning to be
responsible is a big thing, and
learning to do so at such a
young age can be a big help in
the future! But there are times
where she will accept help from
her parents.

As you can see there
are many different responses to
whether or not high school stu-
dents pay for the things that
they currently have!

Stereotypes such as “girls are
spoiled” and “parents are harder
on boys then they’re on girls”
truly depend on the parents rais-
ing arrangements and house-
hold expectations. Stereotypes
aren’t always true! Multiple
individuals provide for them-
selves and believe that it’s a
very important quality! Nothing
wrong with trying to help out
financially if you can!

A new year and a new season
brings new trends. The fashion
industry has been growing rapidly;
from high-end designer brands to
your everyday local favorites, change
is beginning to happen and is contin-
uing to shape the clothing market
worldwide!

Many think that television
shows and commercials that are por-
traying “new trends,” but seasonal
transitions and everyone’s personal
style plays a major role in the
process.

Many jobs are now highlighted
surrounding fashion. Fashion mer-
chandising encompasses all types of
jobs and tasks to suit many people’s
personal interests since fashion has
different tasks before getting to that
final product that’s ready to be dis-
played!

When looking for a job in the
industry, there are specialties to
choose from such as Fashion
Merchandising, Fashion Marketing,
Fashion Management, Visual
Merchandising, and Art and Graphic
Design.

Often you hear kids say some-
thing trite like wanting to pursue a
career in a large city and becoming a
fashion designer. But for one, that
dream is becoming a reality! A for-
mer student at the Hazleton Area
Academy of Sciences, Morgan
Sturm, is planning on starting her
career in the Fashion Industry very
shortly! She is currently a senior and
applied to a popular university to
start her career’ She’s hoping to start
her education in the fall of 2017 at
the Fashion Institute of Technology
(FIT). Morgan is mostly interested in
majoring in Fashion Business
Management at the school of her
dreams!

According to Morgan, “A busi-
ness degree meets fashion, what
more can you want? FBM is the
largest and oldest degree of its kind,
and it is available to the Fashion
Institute. It will give you the opportu-
nity to study the latest trends in New

York City. You will learn about fash-
ion marketing, product development,
and fashion planning and manage-
ment. FIT has all the opportunities
and experiences that you can imag-
ine. The professors have directly
worked in the fashion industry which
can easily help you develop the skills
and knowledge that you need to suc-
ceed in today’s fashion and creative
industries. If NYC isn’t the place for
you, studying abroad in Paris, Italy,
or even Hong Kong is also offered at
FIT."

"Being in New York City, you
are in the heart of fashion surrounded
by the latest trends, and starting new
ones. Even at such a young age, I
have always had an interest in fash-
ion, whether it was being in shows or
just buying the cutest new prints and
clothes in stores. It was always some-
thing that stood out to me. I see
myself as a Fashion Merchandiser or
Buyer. These jobs are the key roles
within the retail industry, with all
sorts of retail stores. Fashion
Merchandising is business orientat-

ed, with your main goal of knowing
how much to spend and how much
your consumers are going to want to
spend on the newest and latest trends.
A buyer is going to source and pur-
chase all of the fresh new looks
straight off the NYC Fashion Show.”

Since trends are something that
is a huge in the fashion industry, let's
publicize them! Some trends stay the
same or repeat themselves every year
for that effecting season such as
oversized comfy sweaters, cardigans,
knee high boots and so much more!

Then there are new trends approach-
ing or “coming back into style” that
are currently going around like
bomber jackets, flannels and choker
necklaces!

Many people like to keep their
style casual and dress up clothing
pieces such as leggings. And others
like to go above and beyond to
express new trends and make their
styles their own!

Fashion Transition

Students' Fashion Funds
"It is very important to
learn to provide for
yourself and be inde-
pendent while you are
young...money manage-
ment is a necessary qual-
ity that you will have to
carry on throughout
every stage of your life,"
says Kaitlin Miller.

Photo by Madison Hauze

Photo by Morgan Sturm

A sign welcoming all to FIT is displayed brightly!

Here is Morgan Sturm at a recent FIT event in NYC.
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CLASS OF 2018
SEMI-FORMAL

Endy Santos
Lauren Zecker

Chris Kovalick
Savannah Butala

Aidan Malloy
Ashley Yeager

Alan Jorge
Sofia Losen

Michael Kulish
Abby Hartz

Matt Boretski
Julia Snyder

Dylan Laurie
Hope Little

Colin Stauffer
Stephanie Ednie

Marc Welch
Deonna Zamudio


