
Chapter 19 

The World War I Era 

(1914–1920) 

Section 1 



I. Causes of WW I (MAIN) 

 
Militarism 

Alliances 

Imperialism 

Nationalism 



Militarism 
• Security was placed in the strength of 

one’s military.  

• Great Britain’s policy was to maintain a 
more effective navy than any other two 
countries combined. 

• Germany was quickly becoming a 
dominant military threat. 

• Hague Conferences-attempts to disarm in 
1899 and 1907 worldwide, failed 



Alliances 

• Germany formed alliances with Austria-
Hungary and Russia, while building up 
military. As power increased, let alliances 
collapse 

• England remained neutral 

• France was isolated 

• As  German power increased, let alliances 
collapse. France sought alliance with 
Russia. 

 



Two Major Alliance Systems: 

Triple Alliance:  

Germany, Austria-Hungary and Italy, 

Ottoman Empire 

Triple Entente: 

Britain, France and Russia 





Imperialism 
• Colonies provide raw materials for the 

home nation and an outlet for 

manufactured goods 

• More colonies-riches and power, more 

military. 

• Competition for colonies became intense.  

• Countries fought for land in Africa and 

Asia 

 



Nationalism 
• Alsace-Lorianne-fought over by Germany 

and France 

• Diverse Ethnic populations: 

– Pan German movement sought proliferation 

of German culture 

– Pan-Slavic nations sought self government-

protected by Russia 

*Serbia=Slavs,Serbs,Muslims,Huns  

 

 





II. The Conflict 

A.Sarajevo, Bosnia (Serbian): 

 a. Archduke Francis Ferdinand makes 
a state visit on behalf of Austria-
Hungary 

  b. Visit angers Serbian Nationalists. 

  c.  Gavrillo Princep (The Black Hand) 
assassinates the Arch Duke and his 
wife. 

 



  d. A-H blames Serbia and demands it 

stops supporting terrorists 

  e.  Serbia refuses and A-H declares 

war on July 28,1914 

  f.  Russia mobilizes on Behalf of 

Serbia 

  g. France and Germany also began to 

ready their troops. 





B. Germany Mobilizes 

 a. August 1st, declares war on Russia 

 b. Schlieffen plan in effect to help 

Germany eliminate France early in the 

war 

 c. Germany within 26 miles of 

Paris…Battle of the Marne 

  * French halt German Advance 



C. Tangled Ties 

 a. Within one week all major European 

powers in the war 

 ***article “One Thing Led to Another” 





D. Central Powers 

 a. Germany  and Austria-Hungary 

 

E. Allied Powers 

 a. Russia, France, Serbia, Great Britain 



III. Progression of War 

A. Stalemate 

a. Neither side advanced 

B. Trench Warfare- no man’s land 

 a. After Battle of the Marne, both 

 sides tried to out-trench each other 

 in the race to the sea. 

 b. Western Front…no change for 

 3 ½ years 



C. Modern Weapons 

 a. Machine gun 

 b. hand Grenades 

 c. poison gas 

 





IV. American Response 

A. Wilson pledged neutrality 

     a. weakened by submarine warfare 

 b. tried to act as peacemaker, feared 
Germany’s military power 

 c. To protect American investments 
overseas , declares USA a neutral country 
on August 4, 1914. 
 

B. Wearily practiced a plan of preparedness 



C. Many Americans were European 

immigrants or the children of 

European immigrants, felt personally 

involved . Most Americans supported 

the Allies. 

• partially caused by Germany’s rule by 

an autocrat.  Also, anti-German 

propaganda, turned many Americans 

against the Central Powers. 




