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I. Moving Toward War 

A. Building an Army 

• The US lacked a large and available 
military force. 

• Congress passed a Selective Service Act 
in May 1917 

• Draftees, volunteers, and National 
Guardsmen made up what was called the 
American Expeditionary Force (AEF), led 
by General John J. Pershing. 

 





B.Training for War 

• Recruits were trained by American and 

British lecturers at training camps 

around the country. 

• The military planned to give new 

soldiers several months of training. 

However, the need to send forces to 

Europe quickly sometimes cut training 

time short. 

 



C. The Convoy System 

• Used to  transport troops across the 

Atlantic,  

• groups of unarmed ships surrounded by 

armed naval vessels equipped to track 

and destroy submarines. 

• Due to the convoy system, German 

submarines did not sink a single ship 

carrying American troops. 





D. American Soldiers in Europe 

• By 1918, European nations had begun to 

run out of men to recruit. Energetic 

American soldiers, nicknamed doughboys, 

helped replace the tired fighters of Europe. 

• Many African Americans volunteered or 

were drafted for service. However, these 

men served in segregated units and were 

often relegated to noncombat roles.  

 





II. Turning the Tides of War 

• New methods of military 

transportation, including tanks, 

airplanes, and German zeppelins, or 

floating airships, influenced the 

manner in which the war was 

fought. 
 

 



• Spring of 1918, Germany helps Lenin, 

leader of the Russian Bolsheviks gain 

power in Russia.  The Bolsheviks 

successfully overthrew the Russian 

republican government and made 

peace with Germany. 

• Now Germany could concentrate 

exclusively on the Western front.  
• ESSAY QUESTION!!!!!!! 





• General Pershing’s troops, however, 

pushed back the Germans in a series of 

attacks.  



III. Ending the War 

• Central Powers collapsed one by one.   

• Austria-Hungary splintered into 
smaller nations of ethnic groups. 

•  German soldiers mutinied, feeling that 
defeat was inevitable. The Kaiser of 
Germany fled to Holland 

• An armistice, or cease-fire,  was signed 
in a French railroad car at 5am on 
November 11, 1918. 



• The 11th hour of the 11th day in the 11th 

month WW I  ends 

 

FYI: 

The influenza epidemic of 1918 killed 

more people, both in the United States 

and Europe, than all of the wartime 

battles. 

 

 


