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Session 1

Multiple Meaning Words and Vocabulary

Objective: The objective of this session is to infroduce activities that help
children understand that there are words that have multiple meanings. This will
help broaden their vocabulary for better reading comprehension.

Why is this important?

Having a large range of vocabulary helps students, not only, become better
readers but, allows them to better understand the context in which words are
being used.

Step It Up:

Tips:

Use the picture/word cards and have your child create their own
sentences for each meaning of the word.
When reading point out words that can have multiple meanings and
discuss the meanings with your child.
Identify real life connections between words and their use.

o Ex. Describe people who are friendly or helpful.

Always encourage your child to ask questions about new words they
don't understand.

Help them try to use their reading to help them find the meaning of new
words.

Use academic vocabulary when possible.
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Session 2

Main Idea and Author’s Purpose

Objective: The objective of this session is to explain the importance of
comprehension and provide ways to teach your child how to look closer at the
text to find the main idea and key details, as well as, the author’s purpose.

Why is this importani?

Comprehension is the key piece to the reading puzzle. As they learn to blend
words, master sight words, and gain fluency; they gain understanding of the
text. Reading is meaningless without comprehension. The rate at which they
read has no meaning if they didn't understand what they read.

PA Core Standards state that children should be reading 50% fictional and 50%
non-fictional texts. It can be helpful for your child if you read different types of
text at home. Exploring text to find out why an author wrote something or finding
the main idea and key details only enhances comprehension.

Step It Up:

¢ Students will cite evidence in the text to support the author's purpose and
main idea.
e Ask and answer guestions using specific information from the text fo show
understanding.
o Ex. How did the character feel when (fill in with event from the text)
happened?
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Even though bats can see just fine in the daylight, the
[\g;ﬂg oyt 183 Luse echoeg to help them ltate food and o’rhzrgthings irYJ ]

the dark. Bats make high pitched sounds. Echoes are

Narme made when sounds hit ob jects. This is called echolocation!

Off the %
B at i

Have you ever seen a bat? Bats are hard to spot. They only
come out at night. They are agile when they fly. Bats quickly
change direction very fast. Bats are special and important to the

world. Bat Living
Rats are found everywhere. They roost in caves and trees.
They also settle in homes and buildings! Bats never fouch the ground
and will even sleep upside down!
Bat Bodies
There are many types of bats. Some are as small as a human
thumb. But, fruit bats are so big that they grow a few feet long
and are also called Tlying foxes. They look like a fox with wings!
Bat Colonies
Bats live together in a colony. Some groups can have just a
few bats. A free-tailed Mexican bat colony may have one million
bats! Some colonies move their homes every season. Other
groups live in the same caves for thousands of years.

_ . Bats Help
/" "OfF the bat* Bats help the environment. They eat

to do something immediately , ,
Bat Pros: pounds of pesky insects every night. Some
o ko g ufedwhen ey gt st Id bat h for them to stay f
Steoeﬂslealqairpsoorl agbof. This helps new plgngs row. people bU” bOT OUSES TOr em10 S OV 0
Bat Cons: |
Peaple fear bats because of stories, TV, and movies. cohsume bUgS. Flymg 'FOXGS help mOkG new

\Qoyouknowanysaysngswnhfhewordby olants grow by spreading pollen and seeds. |
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Off the Bat

What is a bat?

What fime of day do bats come out and how do they fly?

How small can bats be? How large can their colonies get?

/th’r does “Off the Bat" med

)

What do some people do if they
like having bats around and why?

What do bats eat?

@2417 Teacher




Off the Bat
Key Ideas and Details

Name Directions: Answer in complete sentences.

RI.1
1. According to the text, why are bats hard to spot?

RI.1
2. Explain how bats sleep.

RI.2
3. What is the main idea of the passage?

RI.3
Y. How do bats affect the environment?

RI.3
5. What are some connections between bats roosting and people?

Restate the guestion. Answer in a complete sentence. Prove with evidence!

\
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Off the Bot
Name Craft and Structure
Directions: Answer in complete sentences.

RLM
1. Find the word roost. What does it mean as used in the passage?
How does the author help you understand it?

RT.M
2.  Find the word consume. What is the meaning of this word? Underline a
word that helps you understand it.

RIY
3. How does the author help you understand the meaning of the word colony?

RI.2.5, RL.3.5, RIH.1
4. Which paragraph explains what bats eat? Write the heading and fell what

bats eat by citing at least two pieces of evidence from the passage.

RI.2.10, RL.3.6, RI.H.6
5. Explain the author’s point of view about bats.

\ Restate the guestion. Answer in a complete sentence. Prove with evidence!

www.24 7feacher.us @24/7 Teacher




Name

Off the Bat

In the passage, the author gave information about bats.

Combine the information from the text with your own thinking

to pretend you are a bat.
Where do ou live? ‘What is your size? How big is your colony?
ere do you fly at mgh’r to eat? Be creative.

@24/7 Teacher




Cord %l

Once upon a. fime, there was a
beautiful princess named Charlotte.
She lived in a beautiful castle with
her father and mother. Charlotte
wa.s the most beautiful girl in the
kingdom.

What is the author's purpose?

w

Card #3

There was an old woman who lived in
o shoe. She had so many children
she didn't know whot to do. She gave
them some broth without any bread;
and whipped them all soundly and put
them in bed.

What is the author's purpose?

Card #Z

Frogs are amphibions. They can live
on either land or in water. A frog
can lay thousands of eggs called
frog spawn.

What is the author's purpose?

ls this literary or informational text?

| Card #4

You should eat ice cream because it
15 50 good. You can choose from many
flavors. You cohn eat it in a bowl or
in o delicious cone.

What is the author's purpose?




1 Card #5

You should vote for Peter! Peter
would make o great class president.
tre, wants to make snack time 70
minutes instead of 10 minutes. Peter
is the best!

What is the author's purpose?

y Card #1

Joey looked around the house. tte
could not find his foy plane
anywhere. fte searched outside and
stil could not find it. Joey saw his
dog Pal playing with his foy plane in
his doghouse.

What is the author's purpose?

,B Card #8

Card %b )

A tulip is o type of flower. Tulips
come in many different colors like
red, yellow, purple, white, and pink.
Tulips are not grown from seeds but
from bulbs buried under soil

What is the author's purpose?

Bubblegum is the best thing in the
world. There are so many kinds. You
can blow huge bubbles and pop them.
It tastes very good. Everyone should
chew bubbleguim.

What is the outhor's purpose?




UCard #9

Basketball is o team sport. There are
five players on each feam. Eoch
basket is worth two points. If you are
behind the three point line, then your
basket is worth 3 points. The team
with the most points ot the end wins.

What is the author's purpose?

TCord

| went 10 the amusement park this
weekend. It was so mucn fun! | got on
different roller coasters. Some wefe
. scary and some were really high. |

[ went on one that got my clothes all
[ wet.

What is the author's purpose?

ez

‘Card #[0

There are 5 schools in our town.
There are 3 elementary schools and
2 high schools.

What is the author's purpose?

How do you know?

, W_gopa #17

Everyone's favorite subject in school
should be reading. You will need 1o
know how fo0 read maps, different
signs, and other things. Make sure
that reading is your favorite
subject.

What is the author's purpose?

Jﬁﬁ’g




“Card 02

Ak seed holds the secret of new life.
New plants grow from seeds. Seeds
come in many different sizes and
shapes.

What is the author's purpose?

s this literary or informational text?

“Card #15

| went to the zoo with my famiy. We
sow different types of animals. My
favorite animals to see were the
lions.

What is the author's purpose?

" Cord #M

Your favorite flower should be a
rose. Roses are very pretty and
come in different colors. Everyone
should love roses.

What is the author's purpose?

" Coard #lb

Crayfish live on every continent
except Africa and Antarctica. There
are 200 species of crayfish in North
America.

What is the author's purpose?




Session 3

Compare and Contrast, Cause and Effect

Objective: The objective of this session is to enhance student skills in comparing
and contrasting stories as they relate to text, self, and world. This session will also
describe the connection events and their circumstances.

Why is this important?

PA Core Standards state that children should be reading 50% fictional and 50%
non-fictional texts. Being able to compare and contrast within text and relating
it fo themselves will help make reading more meaningful to the students.
Understanding cause and effect allows the students to have a broader sense of
how small details can impact the bigger picture.

Step It Up:

e Compare and contrast similar stories written by different authors or from
different cultures or different cultures.
o Ex. Aladdin
e Have the student change one event in the story and discuss how that
change would affect the end of the story.

Tips:

e Ask open ended questions.
Ex.
o How can you relate to the charactere
o How were the author's stories similar or differente
o How would the story change if...2
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Directions: After readmg 2 versions of a similar s’rory, compare the two text.

550008 FFFT66-¢ y _ How are the

i

. v o B

(

’

A XK X RTINS
8 ')
]

/] ¢

.‘A..- a‘ —

U

ol ..‘; N

o ..‘.'..“,

How are the
two stories ...




Cause anc
Eitect




Y :
JUSe anc ritect
DD What is it? 4

—

. v
When you read, think about what happens and try to connect the events together.

an event happens. The effect is what happens because of the cause.

When you are doing this, you are thinking about the cause and effect. A cause is why

Read the sentences below. Draw ad line under each cause and circle each effect.

CAUSE - Why something happened
EFFECT - What happened

1. I woke up late, so | missed the bus to school.

2. Fred had to mop the floor because he spilled his juice.

3. When | walked in the rain, | got wef.

4. Because the power was out for hours, the ice cream in the freezer melted.

5. The door was left unlocked, so the thief broke into the house.

6. | couldn't go out for recess because | fofgo‘r my homework.

7. Mia's shoelaces were untied, so she tripped and fell.

8. Greg ate a snack because he was hungry.

9. When it is hot out, African elephants flap their ears fo cool themselves off.

10. Amber returned her library book late, so she had to pay a ten cent fine.
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Finding the Cause and Effect

CAUSE

Steve hit the

baseball really far.

Doug worked very

hard in school.

g

Fill out the charts. What are some possible causes and effecis?

EFFECT

Feathers were
everywhere!

People got sick.
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Graphic Organizer

g g

Use the graphic organizer to identify the causes and effects in a text.

CAUSE CAUSE CAUSE

EFFECT EFFECT EFFECT
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e
Write a story where the main character falls down. Describe what could have caused
it. Make sure your story has characters, a setting, a problem, and solution.
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“Wait until you see it! I'm really excited that we could come back with you guys,”

said my dad taking his eyes briefly off the road to grin at my brother and I in the back

seat.

“Why did you and mom move away in the first place?” | asked, pressing my head

against the window of the car.

Most of the trip had been on the highway’s long boring stretches of road, but
now there was plenty to look at. The company my dad worked for was having their

grand opening in the town he and my mother met and got married in. They insisted we

all make the trip down.

“| got transferred to another store, but we enjoyed living here. The people were

nice and friendly, and the town was small enough that everyone knew who you were.”

My brother, Ben, frowned. “And you liked that? | think | prefer the city.”

| pointed to the old movie theatre. “You don’t see buildings like that in the city.”

“Thank goodness,” Ben said.

Mom shut the air conditioning off and rolled down her window. “Breathe in

some of the fresh country air. It’s good for you.”

Ben and | rolled our windows down and pretended to choke when we breathed.

“Very funny, boys. But you won’t be laughing when you see the park we got

married in. It’s a thirty-acre forest with a man-made lake. There are even swans living

init”

| shrugged my shoulders and continued staring out the window. “Where are we

going first? The park or the new store?”

Dad continued driving straight out of town. “Both. Apparently the company

built the store next to the forest.”

A few minutes later, we came to a stop. Mom'’s gasp of dismay was the first clue

something was wrong. Dad’s intense shake of his head was the second.

“Alan, look what they did! | can’t believe it” Mom opened the door the moment

the car came to a stop.

The store was one of the bigger ones I'd seen. It took up a lot of space. The

bright neon sign, brick walls, and paved parking lot seemed a little out of place.

“Where’s the park?” |looked around for a lake or forest, but all | saw was the

store and some empty fields.

“This is where the park was. We're standing where the forest was. Oh Alan, the

lake is gone. The swans...” she stopped when tears filled her eyes.

My dad looked just as upset. He walked to the side of the store. Ben and |
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followed him,

“Right about there was the lake.” He pointed to a wet, mucky looking area filled
with broken bricks, wires, and random garbage.

Mom came over. She wasn’t crying anymore, but she still looked sad. “Remember
the turtles?”

| looked back and forth between my parents’ grieved faces then asked, “what about
the turtles?”

“When your mom and | were in school, we studied the different ecosystems. We
volunteered for an entire summer taking care of box turtles, recording their moves,
tracking them, and watching over their eggs.”

“Why would you do that?” Ben asked looking at the mud like he might see a turtle now.

“The turtles are endangered, which means one day they might be extinct.” Dad
shook his head again. “l can’t believe | work for a company that would do this.”

| picked my way through the mud and garbage trying to picture a lake and forest
pretty enough that my parents would get married there. It was hard to do. The ugliness
of the massive store was difficult to ignore.

“What happened to the turtles?” | asked.

“They likely died.”

Mom reached for dad’s hand. | looked at Ben who had stared back in horror.

“What?”

“With their home gone, they either had to find a new one, or they died. The turtles
aren’t the only animals. Think of the birds, the rodents, the fish...so many lost their
homes.”

We stared at the store for a moment longer before getting back into the car. Dad no
longer seemed interested in going inside. Mom talked about her memories of the forest,
while Ben pulled out a piece of paper and drew a picture of a turtle. | just looked out the
window. | wondered how many more forests would be lost before someone did
something.
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1.  What happened because the store was built?

2. What caused the narrator’s mom to cry?

3. What caused the parents to not live in the town they got married in?

4,  Why don’t animals live in the area anymore?

5.  The narrator’s father works for a company that put up a store that destroyed an area
that brought back good memories of his childhood and getting married. How do you

think this might affect the way he feels about his job in the future?
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Answer keys are provided.
Some pages may not be
iINncluded because answers
may vary based on book
stfudents read.
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When you read, think about what happens and try to connect the events together.

When you are doing this, you are thinking about the cause and effect. A cause is why
an event happens. The effect is what happens because of the cause.

Read the sentences below. Draw a line under each cause and circle each effect.

CAUSE - Why something happened
EFFECT — What happened

1. ' woke up late, sc@’rhe bus to school,

2.(Fred had to mop the flooryecause he spilled his juice.

3. When | walked in the rain{ | got wet.

4, Because the power was out for hours@om in the freeze@

5. The door was left unlocked, sd the thief broke into the house.)

6.@'1 go out fo@}ecouse | forgot my homework.

7. Mia's shoelaces were untied, sq’she tripped and fell.

pecause he was hungry.

8.(Greg ate a snack

9. Because it is hot ou@lephon’rs flap their ears to cool Themse@

10. Amber returmned her library book late, s€’she had to pay a ten cent fine.




Session 4

The Writing Process

Objective: The objective of this session is to promote your child's development in the
writing process.

Why is it important?

Reading and writing share a strong connection. The more someone reads the better
writer they become and vice versa. Using the writing process allows ones thoughts to
become expressed through writing. Writing also helps to promote creativity.

PA Core Standards state that kindergarten students must be able to write the following
pieces: opinion, narrative, and informational. They must also be able to use the
conventions of writing (A capital letter, spacing, and punctuation].

Tips to Encourage Writing

Support and encourage your child’s efforts

Accept phonetic spelling (write the sounds they hear)

Include “grown-up” writing to model conventional spelling.

Provide opportunities for children to practice all three different types of writing
(opinion, narrative, and informational).

You can give them a topic or allow them to choose their own.

Remind your child to include a beginning, middie, and end of the story.

Use "I Love My Sentence" as a visual reminder.

Make if fun! Never use writing as a consequence or punishment,

Step It Up:

Continue writing on a regular basis.

Encourage longer pieces of writing with known sight words spelled correctly,
correct use of capitalization, spacing and punctuation.

Encourage them to stay on topic.

Incorporate open-ended questions info their writing.

Example: Write a different ending to a story, change the characters in the story,
and/or write about your favorite character and why.
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5 Point Check

EDITING CHECKLIST FOR PRIMARY STUDENTS

Author:
Title:

dentences .
ith a CAPITAL spaces,_in

letter? | between._my
words?

©ThatFunReadingTeacher2015 https://www.teacherspavteachers.com/Store/That—Fun-Reading-Teachers-Stories-And—Stuff pg. 1




Name: Date:

Topic:
Prewriting:

Brainstorm ideas

Choose a topic

Talk to a partner

Make a list or graphic organizer
Drafting:

Organize your ideas

Write sentences

Add supporting details
Revising:

Check for organization

Improve your word choice

Fix words/sentences that don’t make sense
Editing:

Check your spelling and grammar

Check for capitalization and punctuation
Puplishing:

Write a final copy
Use your neatest handwriting

-_—
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Resources

Turtlediary.com

Raz-kids.com

Abcmouse.com

McGraw-Hill Connected (See classroom tfeacher for login)
Tumblebooks.com (Go through Read With Me website)
Book Flix (Go through Read With Me website)

Apps

Endless Alphabet
Endless Reader
Read Me Stories: Kids Books
Phonics Spelling and Sight Words
Hooked on Phonics
Sight Words Kindergarten — Free
Sight Words for Reading

e Rockn lLearn
Kids Learn to Read Rhymes

¢ Number Minds
Kids Write ABC
Letter Writing
Learn to Write Letfters ABC123




