Advanced Placement Literature and Composition

Instructor: Mrs. Belles                                 




Email: bellesj@hasdk12.org
Length of course: 2 semesters                    




Phone: 570-459-3221 x88613 
Important Reminder to Students and Parents:

Due to the intensive nature of this course and the unpredictable events of any given school year, unit texts and writing assignments are subject to change at the teacher’s discretion.  
Course Description:

The essential goal of this class is to help students become better readers, writers, and thinkers; furthermore, the rigor of the course will allow students to pursue college-level studies while still in high school. This course is designed to prepare students to successfully complete the AP English Literature and Composition Exam at the end of the school year. We will focus on intensive reading and discussion of literature, as well as writing critical and creative essays for discussion and evaluation.
Since this is a college-level course, expectations and responsibilities are high, and the reading workload can be cumbersome. Subject material and themes will be adultlike and mature in nature. We will be discussing controversial issues and topics.  If this is something you will not be able to handle, please discuss this with me immediately.

Teacher Philosophy:

This course is intended to emulate a collegiate English course; it will prepare you for college-level expectations.  Because of the length of some pieces, planning and time management are essential to success in this class. If you keep up with the reading and written work and participate in class, you will be fine!   

My primary objective is to stimulate a love for literature and enthusiasm for writing.  Careful reading leads to in-class discussion, which will strengthen your understanding and evaluation of the piece.  I want you to consider important questions about the literature, the world, and yourself. 
Course Objectives:

· Consider the structure, style, and theme of a work, as well as the effectiveness of figurative language on the overall meaning.
· Apply literary terminology to dramas, short stories, poetry, and novels.
· Analyze the effectiveness of the author and his purpose through discussion and writing.
· Practice reading critically, asking pertinent questions about what has been read, and evaluate underlying assumptions and relevant ideas.
· Study a range of literary texts that are rich in quality and representative of different literary forms and historical periods.
· Consider the social and historical values that a work reflects and encompasses.
· Practice the timed essay- organizing quickly and clearly to develop points fully.
· Practice adapting writing style and tone to audience and purpose through precise syntax, phrasing, and diction.
· Properly use MLA format.
· Demonstrate an ability to produce and revise essays and written compositions that are clear in their intention, well-organized, and supported by evidence.
Reading List: 

Note: Please realize that we may not cover all these texts. I may also add texts when I feel it is necessary. 
Novels:                                                                                                 
Poetry:

The Awakening by Kate Chopin
                
William Shakespeare
The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini                                                        
Robert Frost

Kindred by Octavia Butler
                
Theodore Roethke

Frankenstein by Mary Shelley

              
William Wordsworth

The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger
                
Elizabeth Bishop


                
William Butler Yeats

                                                                                                                 
Ben Jonson                                                       

                                                                                                                
William Blake
Dramas:                                                                                                    
Emily Dickinson

Macbeth by William Shakespeare





John Donne
Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller                                                           John Keats                                 




                                                   

E.E. Cummings

                                                                                                                   
Anne Sexton

                                                                                                                    
Walt Whitman











Sylvia Plath

                 





                        Langston Hughes 
Short Stories:

We will be reading a variety of short stories over the course of the two semesters. I do not list them in the syllabus because I like to teach different short stories each year that I teach AP Literature and Composition.                                                          
Textbook:

Literature & Composition: Reading, Writing, Thinking                            

by Carol Jago, Renee Shea, Lawrence Scanlon, & Robin Dissin Aufses   
Grading and Evaluation:
A: 100-93                                     Assessments (Quizzes and Tests): 25%

B: 92-85                                       Participation (Classwork and Class Participation): 25%

C: 84-77                                       Assignments (Writing Assignments and Projects): 30%

D: 76-70                                       Homework 20%

F: 69 & below 

· Please keep in mind this is also a weighted course.  Your grade at the end of the quarter will be multiplied by 1.05 to obtain your overall grade point average.

· Late work: You are expected to complete assignments on time.  For each day an assignment is late, 10% will be deducted from the overall score.
Academic Honesty:

You are ultimately hurting yourself by cheating in this course.  If you expect to pass the AP exam in May, you need to honestly prepare yourself for the exam.  I will never tolerate students copying work from a classmate and/or an outside source such as the internet.  Paraphrasing someone else’s work without proper citations is considered plagiarism as well.  Plagiarism will result in a zero for the assignment; furthermore, I am required to report the offense to the school principal.    

Vocabulary: Ongoing
Throughout the course, you will be expected to keep up with your vocabulary development.  During both semesters, you will receive vocabulary words that you will be required to utilize within your writing.  
Grammar: Ongoing

As you begin to write and critique essays, I will start to look for areas of concern within your writing.  Mechanics, grammar, and style will be addressed through mini-lessons.

