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THE BIELSKI BROTHERS
Directions: Read the handout with excerpts from the book The Bielski Brothers: The True Story of Three Men Who Defied the Nazis, Saved 1,200 Jews and Built a Village in the Forest by Peter Duffy. After reading, answer the following questions:
1. Why was it important for the Bielski group to have a “ruthless” reputation?

2. Why might a bigger group be better than a smaller group? What could be some advantages and disadvantages of both sizes?

3. What people helped the Jews, before and/or after going into the woods? Why might they have helped?

4. Describe life in the camps, specifically what people did and what the camps included (buildings, etc.). Compare this to your life. What are some similarities and differences?

